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{Abstract)

A Study on the Mythological Embodiment and Meanings

of Women in the Mongolian Epic Poem Jangar

Lee An-na
Sangmyung University

The female protagonists of Jangar, a Mongolian epic poem, inherit the
characteristics of traditional maternal deities and ancient natural faith. They
are goddess-like beings characterized good transformation skills, ability of
reviving the dead, superior foresight and wisdom, and beauty. Heroic epic poems
are male-oriented and describe Buddhism as major religion on the surface, but
they inherit the tradition of ancient goddess faith and shamanistic world view
on the inside through their female protagonists. VWomen marry remarkable heroes
and assist them, but it is them that actually turn men into true heroes, save
soldiers at risk of death or crisis, and achieve absolute and brilliant exploits
in building a peaceful utopia that people wish for, thus being considered as
another group of heroes in epic poems. They are embodied as the beings of
light, which identifies women’s inner wisdom as light and reflects an ancient
concept of goddess as the light of heavenly bodies.

In Jangar, even negative female characters are depicted to have beauty and
magical power like the sun and the moon. Derived from the root of ancient
maternal deities, they hold abstract significance rather than concrete forms.
They appear as seducers or obstacles on the path of warriors, but they are
not real enemies but the embodiment of danger or temptation that male
protagonists should overcome to achieve their goals.

Key words: Jangar, female, maternal deity, wisdom, natural faith, shamanism
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