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{Abstract)

Reinterpretation about ‘Han’ in the latter compositions

of Bae Chang Ho

— reading the structure of emotions in <My Heart> and <Road> through

defense mechanisms

Ahn, Soongbeum
(Konkuk university)

This writing is about Chang-Ho Bae’s films <My Heart> 1999 and <Road>
2004, which are rated on its attempt to reinterpret ‘Han’ through the Korean
background and elements. Until now, discussions on the concept and properties
of ‘Han’ have been accumulating. This writing constructively carries over recent
arguments on self-psychology and apprehends ‘Han’ as an aspect of ‘defense
mechanism’ used by the self to resolve repressed inner desires and uncomfortable
emotions.

This research on ‘han’, is distinguishable from precedent researches that
described ‘Han’ as a defense mechanism. In this research, the concept of ‘Han’
is not of equivalence relation with a defense. Instead, the hypothesis on the
dynamically revealing condition of distinguishing defense(s) is applied. In other
words, when the process of calming and relieving the feeling of ‘Han™ are included,
we are able to understand it as results of various defenses operating individually,
sequentially or simultaneously depending on the situation.

As a result, after analyzing the two movies, it is confirmed that the internalized
‘Han’ felt by Soon-Yi in <My Heart> is the complex revealing condition of
mature defense. Specifically, Soon-Yi is reborn as an ethical and moral subject
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through defense such as ‘altruisn’, ‘suppression’, and ‘anticipation’, and reconciles
with her fate by accepting and overcoming with her hopeless reality. On the
other hand, the ‘Han’ acknowledged by Tae-Seok in <Road> can be seen
as a sequential process of distinctive defenses. Focusing on the character
relationships of Tae-Seok, aspects of defenses transitioning from ‘displacement’
to ‘altruism’, ‘reaction formation’ to ‘suppression’ and ‘sublimation’ to ‘altruism’
is found. Within these internal changes, although ‘forgiveness’ seemed impossible,

Tae-Seok overcomes the experiences of his repressed past.

Key words: Han, structure of feelings, defense mechanism, self-psychology,
Bae Chang-Ho, <My Heart>, <Road>
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