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{Abstract)

Free Verse and the Birth of Kyukjosihyung as Device

Seoyoon Choi

It goes without saying that Kim Eok played a crucial role in the formation
of modern Korean poetry. He introduced the notion of free verse of French
symbolists into Korean literary society through the magazine where writers at
front such as Hwang Seokwoo published the articles on contemporary modern
foreign literature. As a major pioneer, Kim Eok wrote lots of writings and
poems and he also translated modern French and English poems into Korean.
However, his literary works were under the huge influence of Japanese
contemporary poets’ works such as Kawaji Rukyo’s who was known as the
teacher of Joo Yohan, which led to think Kim Eok as a poet who was not
one of the great poets during colonial period. This paper will read his writings
with a particular focus on his thoughts on "individual", while trying not to
jump into the conclusion. The analysis of his writings aims to shed light on

issues such as aesthetic autonomy.

Kyukjosibyungron published in 1930 is important in understanding his
thoughts on so-called Chosun’s new modern poetry because his notion of language
in poetry, rhythm and poetry per se culminated in it. Kim Eok who encouraged
Chosun’s soon-to-be-writers to write free verse like French poet sought to create
new poetic form derived from traditional song, Minyo. In lots of writings, he
insisted that poets do not distinguish poet’s own feelings from national feelings
for Chosun, which does not make sense in regard to his earlier enthusiasm for

French symbolism. This is because Kim Eok did not struggle with identity

416 Comparative Kovean Studies Vol. 22 No. 2



issues at all as Chosun’s writer. He was in denial and did not have a strong
sense of self. He produced Kywukjosibyung as Chosun’s new modern poetic form.
With Kyukjosibyung, any poet is not able to express his authentic voice. Thus,
Kim Eok shows that finding his or her authentic voice takes huge amount

of courage to encounter his or her other self for the colonized writer.

Keywords : free verse, Minyoshi, Kyukjosihyung, authencity, suture, device

wBAZ0) ¢ 7.15 | AR 7.16 - 8.5 | AlAIEAY : 8.10

AR, delm Az oleks AR Y B 417






