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{Abstract)

The Re-examination of the History of Joseon Film

Criticism between the Late 1920s and the Early 1930s

Seung Woo Ha
(Korea National University of Arts)

This paper focuses on how Joseon film criticism between the late 1920s and
the early 1930s was arranged, thus exploring which criteria we need to interpret
the multi-layered trends of film criticism during that time. In order to perform
this task, we will first explore the trajectory of the Joseon proletarian film
movement and then examine how it was influenced by KAPF (Korea Artista
Proleta Federatio). This approach will be taken because it is impossible to outline
the Joseon leftist film movement without thinking of KAPF at that time. Despite
arguing that the Joseon proletarian film movement of those days was massively
influenced by KAPF, this paper, however, also argues that there are different
critical points between KAPF members and critics such as Seo Kwang-je and
Kim You-young. For example, Yun Ki-jeong, one of the most influential leftist
critics in KAPF, criticized Seo Kwang-je because Seo’s theoretical orientation
is too abstract and hollow to contribute to the development of the Joseon film
production environment. However, this paper seeks to re-examine the terms
and conditions from which we can interpret the dissonance between theory
and filmic practice from a different angle. The main point here is that the
dissonance works not as an obstacle to be overcome but as a productive condition
to trigger diverse, multiple, and even creative cinematic productions in the
future. My point is manifested in the re-examination of debates surrounding

A Story of the Day after Arirang (Lee Ku-young, 1930). While many scholars
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have dealt with this debate in terms of the conflict between leftist and rightist
film movements or the conflict between production and theory, I insist that
this debate can be understood in terms of the unbalanced relationship, i.e. a
dissonance between production and theory, and that this dissonance should be

seen as a positive moment in which to think of a renewed Joseon film.

Keywords : Joseon proletarian film movement, KAPF, Popularization, Creation
Methodology, Yun Ki-jeong, debates surrounding A Story of the
Day after Arirang
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