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{Abstract)

The Modern Woman’s Consciousness in Kim

Myeong-sun’s Poetry

Yunjeong Kim
(Gangneungwonju University)

Kim Myeong-sun is the representative modern woman in 1920s. She created
a lot of works like poem, novel, essay compared to man writer in the same
period. But she didn't estimated well due to her radical feminism.

1920s' modern women focused on the free love and the modern marriage.
In those days Korean women's life was very painful of the traditional family
system. The modern women thought the free love and the modern marriage
system could free women from harsh life. So 1920s' modern girls' opinion was
somewhat radical.

In the poetry of Kim Myeong-sun, there is such a modern women's identity
sense. Kim Myeong-sun concentrated effort to establish women's identity. Her
consciousness is caused by the character of modern women.

At first, Kim Myeong-sun had the victim mentality, which was the sense
related to men-center society. She felt herself was a victim of the unreasonable
society system. Therefore she has the critical mind against the society. For Kim
Myeng-sun Korea at that time was rotten and oppressive. That is, Korean society
system was a patriarchy. Kim Myeong-sun expressed her opinion of the Korean
system in her poems. And she thought love of the exit for women liberation.
Because love was directly related to the modern marriage system and love could

guarantee the women's right. Kim Myeong-sun regarded love as ideal condition.
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Such a Kim Myeong-sun's consciousness show well 1920s' women's reality
and dream. But women's dream for liberation and happiness was frustrated.

It was due to the inconsistency between free love and marriage system.

Keywords : Kim Myeong-sun, modern woman, modernity, modern marriage,
patriarchy, free love, women's liberation, sense of identity, victim

mentality, critical mind, love, idealism
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