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{Abstract)

A Method and Task for Comparative Film Studies

Seung Woo Ha
(Korea National University of Arts)

This paper analyses the founding conditions for comparative film studies.
In order to petform this task, it examines the notion of an ‘heterolingual address’
suggested by Sakai Naoki (2005). In his definition of translation, it does not
refer to a mutual relationship between one culture and another, but refers to
an incommensurable gap of one culture itself. The notion of Sakai’s translation
constitutes an essential part of a future comparative film studies. The thesis
also claims that there can be the other methods in developing a theoretical
condition for comparative film studies. That is because comparative film studies
needs to be understood as a specific form of social relationships within the
force-field of world system. Franco Moretti(1999)’s idea on world literature and
comparative literature is also examined here. While Morreti offers an excellent
formulation for a possible comparative studies, I argue that we need to go
beyond his notion, because a culturally specific product is a product from its
encounter with capitalism rather than a compromise between foreign form and
local material. In this sense, this paper examines the political valence of Paul
Willemen’s suggestion on comparative film studies and examines how this notion

can be productively articulated through the analysis of An Aémless Buller (1961).

Keywords : Translation, Sakai Naoki, Heterolingual Address, Comparative Film
Studies, Paul Willemen
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