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{Abstract)

An Analysis of the Melancholic Subject and Gender
Melancholy in the Poems of No Cheon-myeong

Seung-Hee Kim
(Sogang University)

The poet No Cheon-myeong has been praised as “the first real female poet”
in the history of modern Korean poetry, as a poet of “modernist
understatement,” as “the Marie Laurencin of Korea,” but she has also been
termed “the poet of lack,” “the poet of solitude,” “the poet of han,” “the poet
of longing.”

This paper focuses on the “loss”, the loss of "Chose" that dominates the texts
of her poems while attempting to consider from a psychoanalytic viewpoint
the depressive independence and gender melancholy, the ambiguous gender,
the cross-dressing and gender roles, the problem of the bisexual voice, etc.
displayed in her poems.

In her personal life, No Cheon-myeong experienced the harrowing loss of
those closest to her in the formative period prior to becoming an adult, but
about those people, rather then grief, she expresses attitudes of melancholy.
Having identified herself with those lost individuals, in her poems a
melancholic identification appears. The melancholy subject is one who, plunged
in melancholy, manifests a rich and undefined identity, caught between the
symbolic and the imaginary, and an ambivalent sexual identity, as well
contradictory forms of discourse. In particular, people who have lost a person

of the opposite gender in the process of establishing their sexual identity often
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identify themselves with that person (or even a person of the same gender,
according to Judith Butler) and gender melancholy arises. In poems such as
“Self-portrait,” “Deer,” or “Traveling Players” we have analyzed from a
psychoanalytic viewpoint the way the masculine self, the female poet / male
speaker, the female poet / male deer, the male transvestite manifest
cross-dressing and gender-roles, bisexual voices, gender complexity, multiple
sexual identities, gender combinations, ambiguous gender codings etc. As a
result, in the male-centered society of the 1930s persistently dominated by
feudal patriarchal discourse, her gender melancholy may be said to have
expressed the inner division of a female poet living as a blatant symbol of
the modernist “new woman,” a strategic device for dreaming of freedom,
decentering the conflictual hierarchy of “male / female.” In the gender
melancholy appearing in her poems, the word ‘gender’ indicates a gender
doubt, not an absolute noun but an ongoing performance, the gender

vagueness implying an effective temporary freedom from gender.

Keywords : Melancholic Subject, the Loss of Chose, Gender Melancholy,
Melancholic Identification, Gender Combinations, Androgyne,

Cross-dressing, Gender as Performance

=RA20) 11,15 / AR 11.16 - 12.5 ] AAEAEY ¢ 12.10

202 Comparative Korean Studies Vol. 21 No. 3



