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| Abstract |

Response of (Female) Literature to Post-Pandemic Society

Gender, Labor, and Network
Kim, Yangsun | Hallym University

This article overviews the women who are in crisis in the private and public areas due
to Covid 19, specially focusing on the emotional labor and care labor. And this tries to pre-
dict how the recent trend of female literature can provide the positive imagination for the
reconstruction of Korean society in the post-Covid era.

First, the disaster such as Covid 19 has paradoxically resulted in the visualization of in-
visible beings, including women and the socially disadvantaged, and evokes the importance
of community responsibility for these invisible beings. The responsibility and solidarity of
community members are also main topics in female literature these days.

In Chapter 2, I notice that the return of the real name narrative which gives names to
each characters in recent female literature. Kim Eui-kyung’s Call Center and Jeong Se-rang’s
Fifty People discussed in this chapter are real name narratives and these effectively express
the solidarity between the characters through the so-called network narrative strategy.

Chapter 3, "Women’s Story/History of Emotional Labor and Care Labor" analyzed how
the novel depicts the situation in which emotional labor and care labor are transferred only
to women. The feminization of emotional labor and care labor is revealed through sit-
uations in which mothers and daughters continue to take charge of these labors. (Hwang
Jeong-eun “What I Want to Say’), and female worker performs her laugh and manages her
emotions. (Hwang Jung-eun, ‘Bok-Kyeong)). In this chapter, it was also noted that care
workers are invisible beings, such as the elderly, Al robot, and commercialized care provider.
(Yoon Yi-hyung ‘Danny’, Jang Ryu-jin ‘Hand of Help’)

In conclusion, the “With You” which symbolized the solidarity in the era of Feminism
Reboot is connected with the imagination and vision about post Pandemic society. The
network narrative in Call Center, Fifty People, and the gendered emotional labor and care

labor in “What I Want to Say’, ‘Bok-Kyeong’, ‘Hand of Help’ show that connection and
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solidarity are alternatives for the survival and the community. This is also linked to the pub-

lic character of literature.

Key words : Covid 19, Emotional labor, Care labor, Network narrative, Connection,

Solidarity
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| Abstract |

Mother on the Border of Care and Labor,
Re-reading Gong Seon-ok’ Novel

Ryu, Su-yun |Inha Universicy

In the 1990s, the feminist movement began in earnest in Korea, and it is a history of the
ongoing feminist reboot. At the same time, it is a contradictory object that must be
overcome. Gong Seon-ok’s work in the 90s is worth noting in that he shares various key-
words surrounding feminism, which is still connected to the present despite this very
disconnection. From the critical consciousness of maternal mythology and patriarchy to
the question of life and coexistence. Contains an issue at being issue is the feminism of the
day there. In particular, it is worth paying more attention to the problems of women’s labor
and care that have arisen with Pandemics in that they reveal a pioneering view. In response,
this paper discusses a series of works that actively explored the existence of "mother" in a
sharp sense of criticism of patriarchal society, even among Gong Seon-oK’s novels in the 90s,

to shed light on the current meaning of Gong Seon-ok’s works in the 90s.

Key words : Gong Seon-ok, Feminist Reboot, 90, Patriarchy, Maternal mythology, Mother,
Care, Labor
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| Abstract |

The Patterns of Control over Women in the Totalitarian Society and Its
Implications: Focusing on the movie, ONLY

Lee, Chac Won | Korea Nazarene University

The movie ONLY shapes a virtual viral pandemic situation called HNV-21. When
women are sactificed by viruses in the story world of this film, the state power takes women’s
eggs and conducts artificial embryo experiments. Women are recognized as public goods
for human existence and women’s rights are violated. This is to return women to the birth
tool in a lump, without recognizing individuality, ability, value and individuality of life. The
fertility ability of women can lead individual women to make different choices with differ-
ent meanings. The history of ignoring this and controlling women and the history that re-
sisted it are contained in the movie ONLY. Eva’s behavior, which can seem at first glance
reckless, and the behavior of the male protagonist Will, who seems common sense in this
film, derives another semantic network of arguments. This is a doubt about the control,
which is called protection, and the reason why they control those who can be victims and
do not control those who can be perpetrators is related to gender power. The rhetoric of
the combination of protection and control is commonplace in the patriarchal society.
Women are infected with the virus, but the virus that kills only women can be read as a meta-
phor for gender violence that has led women to death throughout the East and West. When
the group assumes a scapegoat for the peace and well-being of other members, the scapegoat
is an easy being to be otherized among the members of the community. But Eva and many
other women in the survivors’ chat room have no intention of justifying the violence that
is committed to them in the name of the future of mankind. Therefore, the movie ONLY
is not a film that reproduces patriarchal ideology. Rather, it makes you look at the faces of
the survivors who resist. Evas photos of herself and the women she chatted with are attached
to the wall as a visual statement about the history of women’s movement, which women,

who are individual beings, have been solidarity with sisterhood beyond the difference. In
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the history of the old dystopia of patriarchy, women individually adapted, resisted, or strug-
gled in their own way. The virus, ‘misogyny’ is a familiar pandemic.

It can be confirmed that the control and violence against women, which were operated
under war or colonialism, is changed while maintaining its attributes in the pandemic
situation. The way to respond to the violent control of the state power packaged in good
faith to serve the future of mankind in the pandemic situation is distinguished by Will’s ra-
tional coolness and Eva’s emotional will. The way of reproducing the camera working used
in the movie ONLY reveals that Eva’s emotional will is tilted by the artist’s Etos. This leads
to a rejection of rationality and efficiency that has supported totalitarianism. This is also
in line with Levinas’ insight that human reason is questionable and there is no ethical pros-
pect in universal laws that ignore individuality. It is the photographs of the faces of each
woman that are foregrounded in a way that can reveal the uniqueness of individual person-
ality in the movie ONLY. Just as language can create reality, photography and image also
make reality. At this time, the photograph and image also function as testimonies. The mov-
ie ONLY testifies that the female control aspect in the totalitarian society caused by certain
viral pandemics is an old future that is already familiar and resistance to it continues. The
resistance against the patriarchal system, the oldest and most extensive totalitarianism, is

also old, extensive, and individual, but forms a network of solidarity.

Key words : Pandemic, Totalitarianism, Control over women, Patriarchal system,

Resistance, Solidarity
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The Insignificance of Koreans During the Korean War

Historicizing Hollywood War Film Representations of Koreans during the Korean War
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| Abstract |

Memories of the Korean War the (Im)possibility of Minority Solidarity:
Focused on the Miracle City{1967) by Ryuzo Saki

Kim, Ryeosil | Pusan National University

Ryujo Saki’s novella the Miracle City(@BhOT{), written in 1967, during
the Vietnam War, sheds light on how Japanese society viewed neighbors’
war, the Korean War, in the backdrop of the Yahata Steel Mill, which
flourished with Korean War special procurement by U.S. In Japanese ifi
means city or market. Therefore, the title refers to Yahata City, which
became a miracle city due to the Korean War, and also the Cold War
capitalist market economy led by the U.S. at the same time. Born in
colonized Chosen and having a history of joining the Communist Party of
Japan, the author looked at the war in the chain of war memories and
overlaps leading to the colonialization of Chosen, the Great East Asian War,
the defeat and occupation of Japan and Korean War, compared to other
Japanese writers who set the Korean War only in the background. From the
first person point of view of a middle school student, the story satires the
snobbery of Japanese society, which forgot the past of colonial rule and
welcomed the Korean War special procurement and depicts the Korean War
experienced by the repatriate-precariat and Zainichi Koreans in Japan, who
sought survival at the bottom of such an "Economy of Forgetting."

However, the immature boy’s point of view does not properly reveal the
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complex identity of Zainichi Koreans in Japan, which had been
reconstructed and re-divided following the deepening Cold War and the
division of Korea. Meanwhile, the story deals with the issue of U.S.
occupation over Japan through the anti-American Oedipus complex of the
boy who lost his father in the war against the United States during World
War II. His exaggerated phallic desire clearly contains anxiety, and his
frustrated desire is transferred to fetish and translated into revenge fantasies.
However, revenge toward the occupation forces is eventually transferred to
less dangerous targets, and the son takes the path of compensation and
compromising the Cold War order. As such, the Miracle City used the
Korean War special procurement as a mirror to reflect the “Miracle Market”
reopened through the Vietnam War. Japan achieved post-war revival with
the Korean War special procurement and regarded its war reparation was
over by providing aid to its former colonies in the Asia-Pacific region which
have become developing countries through a joint Cold War modernization
project with Japan and the U.S. instead of right reparations for its past
colonial wars. But legitimate reparations will be the basis for peace that will

end the unfinished Cold War in the Asia-Pacific region, which has

undergone a long and arduous process of decolonization.

Key words : Ryuzo Saki, Miracle City, The Cold War, the Korean War, Zainichi Korean,

Repatriates, Korean War Special Procurement, the Vietnam War
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The Insignificance of Koreans During the
Korean War

Historicizing Hollywood War Film Representations of Koreans

during the Korean War
Kim, Jimin*

1. Orientalism and Cold War Rhetoric

2. Korean War Films

3. The Absence of the “Bad Korean” and the Imaginary of Containment
4. The “Good Korean” and the Imaginary of Integration

5. Conclusion

| Abstract |

The 1950s marked a time of uncertainty, contradiction, and anxiety in the post-World
War II years as the Cold War started and the Korean War broke out. During the Korean
War years (1950-1953), Hollywood war films provided entertainment as well as a medium
helping the United States to construct a national identity and to redefine its relations with
Korea. In particular, those films reflected interplays between Orientalism and the Cold War
thetoric. On one hand, Orientalistic gaze on Asia evolved during the Korean War, inform-
ing the ways in which those war films depicted both allies (South Korea) and enemies
(North Korea). On the other hand, those Korean war films sought to educate the American
public about their relationships with other nations in the Cold War with two imaginaries —

one of containment and the other of integration— both internal and external. The

* Researcher, Mills College.
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Hollywood legacy of the Korean War shows how American culture was politicized and the

U.S.-Korea relations would be received in the American society during the Cold War.

Key words : Hollywood war films, Korean War, Orientalism, Cold War rhetoric, contain-

ment, integration, U.S.-Korea relations.
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1. Orientalism and Cold War Rhetoric

A Hollywood’s World War II movie First Yank into Tokyo (1945) starts
with a scene that the U.S. government assigns Major Steve Ross to undergo
irreversible plastic surgery to look like Japanese so that he can infiltrate Japan
and help to free a captured American engineer whose knowledge is vital to
the building of the atomic bomb. Before going to rescue the American
prisoner of war, Ross is trained to act and speak perfectly as a Japanese
person. A Korean underground agent named Haan-Soo channels
information to Ross and helps him get access to, and ultimately rescue, the
American prisoner. Steve and Haan-Soo heroically sacrifice their lives to help
the American prisoner escape Japan, thus contributing to the U.S. victory
in the war (Kim 289; Chung, 116).!

The movie’s premise —a Korean guiding an American spy charged with
infiltrating Japan— was credible because of the unique position Koreans held
in the United States up to the 1940s. Koreans in the U.S. were a minority
group, but one that was distinct from the Japanese and other Asian
communities: Koreans looked like Japanese, and given Korea’s colonization
by Japan, they were able to speak Japanese and were familiar with Japanese
culture and behaviors. Koreans —regardless of whether they lived in Korea,
China, or even in the United States— were also well-known as being political
and against Japan’s rule of Korea, and haters of Japan to Americans who

were familiar with the region. In one scene of this movie Haan-Soo tells

1 Koreans as underground helpers to Americans in World War II are also exemplified by the Chung
Yu and Soon Hee characters in Tokyo Rose (1946).
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Ross, “In 25 years fighting against Japanese, we Koreans have found many
cracks of the wall.” Koreans were depicted as a “newly found ally,” clever,
aggressive, and cooperative with U.S. plans against Japan during World War
IT years. However, the alliance between the U.S. and the Koreans would
become more complex within a decade, in the context of the Korean War.
Soon this binary between “friend and enemy” based on races and ethnicities
faced a challenge: differentiating people of the same race —Koreans in the
South from Koreans in the North— during the Korean War.

In the Cold War years, Hollywood films were consumed as a popular culture
and entertainment, helping to construct a national identity for the United
States as a global power similarly to what Klein argues regarding literature
in the same time period (9). This paper explores how Korean “allies” and
“enemies” were defined in American war films during the Korean War (1950-1953)
and how they reflect interplays between Orientalism and the Cold War rhetoric.

Many conventional studies have paid attention to the United States’
political and military role in building and allying with South Korea to fight
against international communism, but little attention has been paid to
cultural aspect of the relations among the United States and the two Koreas.
Although many scholars in cultural and Asian American studies have
examined Orientalism about Asians in popular culture, the case of Korea
or that in the early Cold War years has rarely been studied. The works on
war films have been largely studied as history of cinema. By looking at
Hollywood’s Korean War films from cultural and historical perspectives, this
paper tries to examine how representations of Koreans were disaggregated

into separate groups and rearranged in relation with the Cold War politics
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and culture in the eyes of Americans and to seck their implications. Spickard
describes that Asians had been “melded together into a single, faceless mass
in the White imagination” (585-588) in the early years. This paper will
examine how this simple categorization of ‘Asian’ was challenged, even before
the Asian American activism started in the 1960s when the Asian American
identity was purposefully constructed in a coalition of activists and their
intellectual allies for political purposes.2

Analyzing Korean representations in American war films during Korean
War involves two separate but interrelated concepts: Orientalism and Cold
War rhetoric. Edward Said’s Orientalism as a pervasive Western discourse
about the East suggested an instrument of Western domination over the East
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, presenting the West as rational,
progressive, adult, and masculine, and the East as irrational, backward,
childish, and feminine (Said; Klein 10). Despite criticism over the model’s
errors and limitations —including the fact that Said originally referred to
Middle East when he mentioned the “East”— when applying to East Asia
in the twentieth century, recent studies have acknowledged its usefulness for
critical inquiry of scholarship and writings (and other cultural products) of
non-European ‘other,” politics, and the links between them (Elmarsafy and
Bernard 1; Kraus 149). Kraus suggests that Orientalism was shown “deeply
entrenched attitudes and beliefs common among American policymakers
(and scholars)” (149-150) for the post-colonial Korea, such as negative

imagery of the Korean people, being unreasonable, politically immature, and

2 For Orientalism and perspectives on Asian Americans, see works by Anderegg, Bernstein and Studlar,
Tuan, Lee, Ma, Ono and Pham.
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backward (157). Paternalistic representations of the Korean people “bounded
to socially constructed binaries such as modern/traditional and west/east,”
by the White House and across the U.S. government limited Korean agency
(Bush 155; Kraus 156-158). In addition, common ways that American
scholars and writers depicted the Korean people with Orientalist prejudice
in the 1940s and 1950s helped to reinforce an unequal power relationship
between Korea and the United States (Kraus 163).

Said’s original model of Orientalism fit comfortably for representation of
Asians in American popular culture in the 1920s and 1930s. The “Fu
Manchu” book series of the 1920s had the main villain and title character
who was depicted as “the yellow peril incarnate in one man” (Rohmer 26).
When Japan empire’s moves became increasingly militaristic and aggressive
in the 1940s, Hollywood films featured “a clandestine ‘Japanese menace’
from well-organized, ruthless spy networks run by Tokyo,” which had
already appeared and grew in the interwar years (Everest-Phillips 244).

The Orientalist gaze was visible in American popular culture during
World War II. As Dower describes, to many contemporary Americans, the
Asian Pacific War —World War II fought in the Pacific and Asia— was a
“race war” (4). During the war, the mass media reflected and bolstered the
American public’s anti-Japanese views in newspaper and magazine articles,
posters, cartoons, and caricatures.3 The most popular works of wartime
propaganda that reflected the public understanding of the “otherness” of

Japanese took the form of feature films.4 Many Hollywood war films

3 For descriptions of Japanese in Life, New Yorker, Collier’, and other popular magazines during World
War II years, sce Wang 40-41.
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containing Japanese characters dealt with espionage activities in the U.S. It
was an extension of American fears of Japanese spy networks in the United
States in the earlier decades. In the 1930s, Japanese expatriates, including
fishermen, immigrants, tourists, and businessmen, “were increasingly
regarded as part of the vast web of commercial espionage which Japan had
spread over the areas she planned to dominate.” After Japan’s surprise attacks
on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the connection between the Japanese
successes and long-held western fears of Japanese espionage “was not
questioned,” despite the reality that there were no plans for fifth-column
sabotage by Japanese residents nor any intelligence agents playing important
roles in the attack on Pearl Harbor. The groundless accusation led to the
incarceration of Japanese-Americans from 1942 to 1945 (Everest-Phillips
244-249; 262).5 During the war, the Japanese “were routinely depicted as
back-stabbing monkeys lurking in the jungle or as vermin in need of
extermination” (Ibid. 306). This image of aggressive, sneaky, dangerous, and
inhumane Japanese built on preexistent racist images.

Compared to the earlier decades, Said’s model of Orientalism does not
necessarily fit American view of Asians during the Cold War years. Klein
attributes it partly to the fact that American understanding of race evolved
after WWII, moving away “from the idea of immutable biological difference”
to a pluralistic model of cultural difference in explaining the diversity of

the world’s people, accepting anthropologist Franz Boas” work. Cold War

4 From 1942 to 1944, 374 out of 1,313 feature films (approximately 30%) were “war films,” that
were directly concerned with some aspect of the war (Jones 2-3).

5 For details about the incarceration, see works by Hayashi, Weglyn, Daniels, many others.
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ideologues in the United States mobilized the “idea of a racially and ethnically
diverse America in the service of U.S. global expansion” (Klein 11). In
addition, while Orientalism is a theory explaining phenomenon, Cold War
thetoric was an intentional logic, attitude, culture, and policy to contain
Communism, a certain opponent during the specific time period of the Cold
War, in this case intention of the U.S. government to justify the involvement
in Korean War. As a result, Orientalism in American perspectives of the self
and others and their gaze of Asian and Korean people, changed into more
complicated ways that fit the Cold War politics.

As soon as World War II ended, the Cold War rhetoric dominated U.S.
thinking until the mid-1960s. A series of events from outside shook the
nation: the Soviets exploded their first A-bomb; Communists won the
Chinese Civil War; and Germany was permanently divided in 1949. In early
1950, the Soviet Union began a boycott of the United Nations, protesting
it for not recognizing the new People’s Republic of China (PRC) and alliance
and mutual assistance between the Soviet Union and China began (Pierpaoli
Jr. 16). At the same time, anxiety over the threat of internal espionage and
subversion was increasing. In 1948, a former State Department official Alger
Hiss was accused of being a Soviet agent. In 1950, a former British member
of the Manhattan Project, Klaus Fuchs, confessed that he had passed secrets
to the Soviets. In 1951, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were convicted of being
spies of the Soviets and executed two years later. Senator Joseph R.
McCarthy (R-Wisconsin) began his anti-communist witch hunt, starting

with his speech in West Virginia in February 1950.6 These events

6 In his speech in West Virginia in 1950, McCarthy claimed that he had a list of 206 known communists
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“galvanized Americans to an enhanced perception of dangers of Soviet
espionage and to the need to be aware that even Americans could be turned
to serve the enemy” (Hendershot 27-28).

Anti-communism was both a reaction to the perceived threat from
international communism and also a response to questions of social order
within American society in the Cold War years (Whitfield vii). Resonating
with the pervasive thoughts and sentiments of anti-communism, cultural
formation during this time “imagined and facilitated the forging of a new
set of affiliations.” Internationally, this meant affiliation between the United
States and the non-communist parts in the world. Domestically, it was an
era of negotiation between diverse social and political groups within the
United States (Klein 7-8). In her analysis of American middlebrow text,
Klein interprets the Cold War politics through the lens of two global
imaginaries: one of containment, a foundational concept of Cold War
foreign policy and culture in conventional studies, and another of
integration. These two imaginaries were articulated by the Truman Doctrine
speech (1947) and Wilcox’s speech (1957), respectively. The concepts of
containment and integration were not invented by these individuals, but
were instead “collectively produced over the course of the late 1940s and
1950s by a broad array of political elites, journalists, academics, and cultural
producers” (23). I argue that Korean War films are also important medium
that visibly embody the containment and integration rhetoric both in
internal and external levels, especially in terms of the U.S.-Korean relations

in the early Cold War years.

in the State Department. McCarthy’s political influence is seen as ended in 1954.
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2. Korean War Films

The Korean War (1950-1953) began with a surprise attack of South
Korea by the North Korean People’s Army on June 25, 1950. It was the
first military action of the Cold War. Many American public and officials
perceived it as a war against the international communism. The United
States soon entered the conflict on South Korea’s behalf, but within a year
the war turned into an interminable stalemate and finally became a “limited
war” as then Secretary of Defense George Marshall characterized it during
the Senate hearings on Korea in May 1951 (U.S. Congtess 610). From the
second year, American attitudes toward the war began to fluctuate. As a
result, the Korean War soon became broadly unpopular among U.S. soldiers
as well as on the home front. Soldiers™ letters to their families back home,
full of complaints about conditions at the battlefront, became an important
subject of political discourse in early 1951 (Casey 223-225). On the home
front, critics denounced the outrageous expenditures and needless waste of
human life. Some contended that morale among the troops was waning
“because the American people are not behind them,” as a young corporal
in the Marine Corps —John Moullette— put it in a letter to Secretary of
State Dean Acheson, for example. As part of the governments public
information effort, Acheson wrote an open response to Moullette’s letter in
order to convince the wider audience of the American people about the
necessity to fight in Korea. The essential point in Acheson’s letter was that
if America had responded to aggression earlier in the 1930s, World War

IT could have been averted. Korea served the same purpose now. In other
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words, the U.S. government had to convince the public that the Korean
conflict was necessary to prevent a larger war against Communist power in
the future. Early Korean War films followed a similar line in justifying the
American fight in Korea. For example, in a short documentary, Why Korea?
(1950), the narrator repeatedly draws parallels between now (1950) and the
1930s. But it received a lukewarm and sometimes even a negative response
from the public (Casey 223-225).

Just as the Korean War has been called the “Forgotten War,” commercial
films about the war have not been well remembered. Whereas “more than
500 of the approximately 1,700 movies” produced between 1940 and 1945
were about World War II, fewer than hundred films were made during the
Korean War, with no more than three dozen actually released during the
war (Edwards vii).” The unpopularity of Korean War films was attributed
to the nature of the war, nicknamed simply as the “Forgotten War,” sandwiched
between the “Good War” (World War II) and the “Bad War” (the Vietnam
War) (Pierpaoli Jr. 15). Edwards points out that films about the Korean War
portrayed the war as a struggle between governments, not as a people’s war,
as World War II was commonly seen. Rather, the Korean War was understood
as a war between nations and ideologies, and “most persons were in it because
they believed in their government” (23). Another important reason for the
relative failure of Korean War films is that it was perceived as a war without

heroes and without victory, ending in a stalemate (Ibid. 23-24).

7 Numbers of the Hollywood’s films on the war vary depending on scholars. Shaw and Youngblood
mention that over fifty films were made on the Korean War, many of which stressed the expansionist

teamwork of Beijing and Moscow (Shaw and Youngblood 24).
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Similarly to films produced during World War II years, Hollywood films
reflected the public understanding as well as wartime propaganda on the
Cold War and the Korean War.8 When dividing trends in Hollywood films
during the Cold War from 1947 to 1990 into several phases, the Korean
War films are outputs from its earliest period, around the years from 1947
to 1953, when the films were dominated by hard-line negative propaganda.”
As Hollywood “followed rather than led political and public opinion” in
those early years, Hollywood’s Korean War films showed a general consensus
on anti-communism. At the same time, it is noteworthy that the increasingly
oligarchic filmmaking industry was hostile to communism “owing to
political conviction and economic self-interest, not because they felt
beholden to officialdom” (Shaw and Youngblood 17-19) in the early years
of the Cold War.

3. The Absence of the “Bad Korean” and the Imaginary
of Containment

Under these circumstances, many Korean War films, along with other

8 From the late 1940s Hollywood’s major studios released a series of anti-communist thrillers, including
The Iron Curtain (1948), The Red Menace (1949), and I Was a Communist for the FBI (1951),
much as they had released anti-Nazi and anti-Japanese films during World War II. According to
Shaw and Youngblood, during the earliest Cold War years between 1948 and 1953, Hollywood
released about seventy explicitly anti-communist movies, roughly 5 percent of the total film output
during those years (21).

9 Shaw and Youngblood divide the Hollywood’s Cold War films into five periods: 1947-1953 (hard-line
negative propaganda); 1953-1962 (soft-core, positive propaganda); 1962-1980 (pro-détente
propaganda); 1980-1986 (New Right propaganda); and 1986-1990 (a call for peace) (18-19).
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cultural works, tried to “construct a national identity for the United States
as a global power,” a new position for the country in the Cold War period
(Klein 9). The earliest Korean films were documentaries or movies
explaining why it was worth fighting in Korea, resulting in a lack of Korean
characters in Why Korea? (1950), A Yank in Korea (1951), and other early
war films. This is related to the fact that cultural producers in the Cold
War period were concerned with trying to redefine the American self and
its relations with others, and had little interest in Asia or Korea for their
own sakes (Klein 10). However, starting in December 1951, as the fighting
dragged on, major studios produced a string of Korean War films, such as
I Want You (1951), Korea Patrol (1951), Steel Helmet (1951), and Fixed
Bayoners (1952), which included Korean characters.

As opposed to the obvious and uniform racial bias against the Japanese
characters in World War II films, here the filmmakers had to divide and
differentiate between “Good Koreans” (South Korea) and “Bad Koreans”
(North Korea and its sympathizers). The North-South division in 1945 was
a very new event in Koreas long history. The artificially drawn 38th parallel
line sometimes divided small towns and villages in two, making it seem a
temporary barrier. One could not distinguish between people from the
North and those from the South by their language, culture, clothes, or
appearance. On the surface, the only way to differentiate these two kinds
of Koreans on film was by their military uniforms. Yet this could not be
a consistently reliable criterion, as sometimes a man in a South Korean
uniform turns out to be a “traitor.” Then how do we discern Good Korean

from Bad Korean? Let us look at Korean war films through the perspectives
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of containment and integration in both external and internal contexts, which
aligned with the contemporary Cold War politics.

For Americans, the Korean War was the first “tangible sign in the postwar
world of communism’s sneaky and insidious nature,” partly because the war
began with a surprise attack by North Korea (Hendershot 35). Furthermore,
firsthand accounts of the war depicted North Koreans as a ruthless racial
and ideological “other.” The American public, fed a diet of news reports
and personal memoirs about atrocities against American prisoners of war
(POWs from now on), perceived “North Koreans as a particularly cruel
‘Oriental communist’ enemy” (Gauthier 345-346). For example, a Journalist
Hanson Baldwin referred to the North Koreans as an army of “barbarians
as trained, as relentless, as reckless of life:--as the hordes of Genghis Khan”
(Baldwin 4, qtd. in Gauthier 346). More importantly, North Korea was seen
as a puppet controlled by its masters, “Red China” and the Soviet Union
(Doherty, Cold War 7).

What is most surprising about the “enemy” characters in Hollywood’s
Korean War films is abstract nature of North Korean enemies —in many
cases, North Koreans are virtually absent from these films. This is in stark
contrast to the ways that Hollywood films had depicted Japanese villains
in the 1940s. The North Korean forces appear merciless and threatening
in A Yank in Korea, Korea Patrol, and other battle films, but they are not
personified as specific villains like the Japanese characters in World War II
films. They appear rather as a vague notion, a background against which
the action occurs, or an obstacle that the main character has to overcome.

In some cases, North Koreans play a key role in hindering the protagonist
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from completing his/her mission. In jer Artack (1958), the main characters
rescue an American scientist captured by North Koreans with the help of
Tanya, a Russian spy. North Korean security chief Major Wan is the person
who questions, observes, and suspects Tanya’s behavior, heightening the
narrative tension. However, this is an exception. More typically, North
Koreans are lumped together as undifferentiated communists, led by
Russians, with Chinese forces often portrayed as doing the actual fighting
and the main target of containment. North Korean identity was subsumed
into a larger Orientalized American construct, exemplified by Asian
stereotypes “that were enmeshed closely with period racism and domestic
fears about the Cold Whar,” as Gauthier observes for The Manchurian
Candidate (1961) (366).

Most Korean War films feature Russian enemies instead of North
Koreans. In Prisoner of War (1954), an American army officer, Captain
Web Sloane, is troubled by reports of brutality inside North Korean POW
camps, and volunteers to investigate. There he witnesses scenes of Gls
being brainwashed, beaten, subjected to mock executions, deprived of food
and water, and tortured in a variety of ways under the supervision of a
Russian colonel. Sloane learns that the American soldiers courageously
endure their captivity. The Russian adviser, Col. Nikita Biroshilov,
interrogates and beats American prisoners who do not cooperate. He
initiates a propaganda campaign alleging that the U.S. is using germ
warfare and forces American pilots to “confess” to this. He also tries to
brainwash American prisoners into believing that capitalism is dying,

tortures those who do not agree, and offers to free them if they will sign
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statements swearing, they have never witnessed atrocities at the camp.
Although North Koreans carry out the orders of this merciless, violent, and
cunning Russian villain, they are only seen as assistants and subordinates,
much like Major Wan in Jer Astack and Col. Kim in Prisoner of War. The
ultimate enemy of the U.S. in the Cold War (and also the “hot war” in
Korea) and the subject of containment is the Soviet Union as the leader
of the whole communist world in the films.

The same phenomenon is reflected in 7he Manchurian Candidate, one
of the most well-received films on the Korean War. In the film, villain Yen
Lo, a Chinese doctor, brainwashes an American POW into becoming an
unwitting agent for the international communist conspiracy. It is also worth
noting that it was usually Chinese characters, not Russians, who conduct
mysterious, sneaky, and “Oriental” techniques to brainwash Americans in
those films. By comparison, with the single exception of Chunjin —a North
Korean spy/houseboy character— “North Korea is entirely outside the
consciousness of the film” (Gauthier 366). Replaced by the formidable
Russians and incomprehensible Chinese as the enemy, North Korean
characters were positioned in the background in general. As Gauthier argues,
“the blending of North Korea with broader Asian stereotypes” in those films
was fitting for an American public that “never viewed the DPRK as an
independent Cold War enemy” (366). The insignificance of North Korea
in the war films reflects then American understanding that viewed the Korean
War as an attack by international communism schemed and directed by Stalin
against the free world led by the United States. As a result, North Korean

forces was depicted as a nuisance rather than a severe and direct threat to
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the U.S. in the Korean War, a civil war as much as it was an international
war. It tells us that the Hollywood films during the Korean War were mostly
about a new self-identity of the United States in the Cold War, rarely about
conditions, origins, or predictions of the Korean War or Korea.

This aspect is more apparent in the domestic context with the
imaginary of containment. For example, 7he Manchurian Candidate
(1961), Conspirator (1949), The Web of Subversion (1954), and other
films reflect anxiety about communist espionage in the United States (“the
enemy within us”) and the threat of subversion, especially the perceived
vulnerability of naive and gullible Americans to communist propaganda
and even mind control (Hendershot 28). A persistent myth regarding
American conduct in Korea was that American POWs “were morally weak
and uncommitted to traditional American ideals” (Wubben 3-19, qtd. in
Hendershot 38). Returned POWs who were assumed as having been
brainwashed by Chinese and North Korean communists posed a genuine
threat. In The Manchurian Candidate, a brainwashed former POW
becomes an assassin for the communists, who thereby insinuate themselves
“into the American political system, the American family, even the
American mind.” Facing Yen Los tactics of mind control, American
soldiers are defenseless, becoming “like Asians, like communists: passive,
conformist, and obedient to authority” (Klein 37). In other words, those
films conveyed the message that Americans should fight against the
enemies outside the country, while “containing” and cautiously watching

enemies inside the American society.
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4. The “Good Korean” and the Imaginary of Integration

Against this backdrop of communist threats from without and within,
war films sought to present integration firstly between the United States and
the rest of the non-communist world, and secondly among American
soldiers. Internationally, the films sought to vindicate American soldiers and
“Good Koreans” as loyal and brave. The “Good Korean” is discernable
mostly by his/her loyalty and “correct” ideology. One way is to show the
Good Korean following (“runnin’ with”) Americans. In Stee/ Helmet, the
main character, Sergeant Zack, is accompanied by a young orphaned Korean
boy, whom Zack nicknames “Short Round.” Together they encounter a small
group of American soldiers and join them. Short Round wants to be ZacKs
friend and insists on scouting for him during their search for the enemy
lines. Eventually Short Round is killed by snipers. Motivated by a desire
to avenge the boys death, Zach kills a Chinese major they had taken
prisoner. Zack and his unit finally defeat a large Communist force. How
Zack distinguish enemy from ally is summarized in one scene. When
another American soldier asked him how to tell Koreans apart, Zack
answers, “He’s a South Korean when he’s runnin’ with ya, he’s a North
Korean when he’s runnin’ after ya.” But South Koreans, represented by Short
Round, are victims needing protection, rather than partners to work with.
Short Round walks barefoot through battlefields, looking for someone to
take care of him. The South Korean boy represents innocence and
hopefulness. Zack’s murder of the Chinese major as revenge shows that he

has grown to cherish the South Korean orphan (Lentz 335-338). While
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cooperative relationship with South Korea is seen as a core value in many
of Korean War films, it is unambiguous that South Korean characters were
seen as someone to be protected and rescued out of trouble, and supposed
to “follow” the direction where American forces was heading.

Integration between Americans who lead and Good Koreans who follow
is repeatedly emphasized, just as Korean characters had assisted American
heroes in World War II films. In Jer Artack (1958), a post-Korean War film,
a U.S. Air Force captain and lieutenant enter North Korea to rescue an
American scientist, who has been captured while testing his long-distance
radio transmitting device. The protagonists, Tom and Bill, are attacked by
North Korean forces, but are rescued by a South Korean guerrilla outfit led
by Captain Chon. The South Koreans work with Tanya, a Russian spy for
the guerrillas, and provide a hideout and protection to the Americans.

Korea Patrol is one of the rare films that contain a number of active
Korean characters and shows exactly how Good and Bad Koreans are
distinguished. The movie is set in South Korea with Lieutenant Craig and
his five-man patrol, including two South Korean scouts and three American
soldiers. Craig receives word that North Korean troops have crossed the 38th
parallel and is instructed to help two other units secure a strategic bridge.
Within hours, Ching, a South Korean runner, brings Craig word that the
others have been ambushed and presents orders for Craigs squad to
dynamite the bridge to prevent the enemy from using it. Sergeant Kim,
Craig’s advisor, noticing Ching’s cowardly behavior, suspects him of
sympathizing with the enemy, and threatens to kill him if he interferes with

their objective. After many grueling days, Craig, Kim, Ching, and the rest
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of the men reach enemy territory. Kim is then sent to collect dynamite from
an abandoned construction site to execute their plan. After many difficulties
along the way, the men finish their mission, destroying the bridge and
delaying the North Korean advance. The men make their way back to the
Allied forces to continue the fight.

In the movie, Kim plays an important role for the team, guiding them
geographically and, more importantly, helping Americans discern good and
bad Koreans. On one occasion, Kim tells Craig that Ching “is not a good
Korean” and he is “ashamed of him [Ching].” He describes Ching as not
trustworthy because he talked about attending political meetings when he
was in Seoul, and says that, like many “weak Koreans,” Ching could easily
work with the North. In one scene Ching attempts to run away from a
batde. Kim grabs him, calling him a “coward” and an “enemy of our people.”
When the two Koreans argue with each other, Ching insists that only the
U.S. wants wars, while Kim argues that the U.S. and South Korea are fighting
together. Although at the end Ching regrets his own cowardly behavior and
volunteers to take the dynamite to destroy the bridge, he is seen as suspicious
and potentially traitorous throughout the movie. Ching is in South Korean
uniform and belongs to the American-South Korean team, but he is still
a “Bad Korean” because of his weak allegiance to the cause. The message
of this movie is pretty clear: the “Good Korean” can be distinguished from
the “Bad Korean” by his loyalty and trustworthiness. Cooperation and
integration between Americans and South Koreans is based on sincerity,
sacrifice, and trust, which will lead to victory. At the same time, this film,

like other examples of the Korean War genre, warns that the real danger
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lies in “weak, cowardly, and political” zraitors on our side, the free world.

If the films mentioned above featured the external integration between
the United States and South Korea, some other films dramatize internal
integration within Americans, across diverse races, cultures, and groups. The
Korean War was the first war fought by the newly racially integrated U.S.
military (Jacobson and Gonzalez 122), and interactions among soldiers from
different races and cultures were new to many Americans from front line
to home front. The films highlight the major criteria for differentiating
“friends” from “enemies” as ideological suitability and loyal commitment to
the great cause, rather than physical or racial characteristics. Even the history
of Japanese-Americans’ incarceration during World War II cannot prevent
unity between soldiers of various races in fighting against communist threats.
In The Steel Helmer, the Japanese-American Sergeant Tanaka (nicknamed
“Buddhahead”) is a member of the all-American combat squad. A captured
Chinese major tells Tanaka that he should be ashamed of his allegiance to
a country that interned his people (Japanese) during World War II. The
Chinese prisoner of war tries to establish racial commonality between
himself and Tanaka, stating, “Youve got the same kind of eyes I have.”
However, Tanaka ignores his words, prompting the prisoner to call him a
“dirty Jap rat.” In the same movie, Blacks are integrated into the Armed
Forces with greater prominence and stature than before. In many occasions,
this movie tries to show the audience of the desirability of overcoming
racism among us to win the war. In one scene, Sergeant Zack refers to Short
Round as “gook,” a derogatory term for Asians. Short Round objects, “I

am no gook! I am Korean!” From that time, Zack refrains from using the
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word. Zack is “casually racist” (Lentz 335), but the film shows several
occasions that Zack changes his attitudes and language toward Koreans and
Blacks. The film presents frontline American soldiers as brave and strong,
both in battle and against crude and sneaky indoctrination attempts by the
communists (Hendershot 38-39; Doherty, Projections 276). As such, the
soldiers were ideally described as prioritizing the fight against the
communism to conflicts and differences among them. Thus, the American
soldiers’ imperviousness to communist propaganda is emphasized by the

internal integration across racial and cultural barriers in the ally.

5. Conclusion

This paper has revealed that Hollywood war films during the Korean War
tried to educate the American public about their evolving relationships with
other nations in the new order of the Cold War, on the premise of
anti-communism. In sum, they sought to impress the audience with the
threat of communism while simultaneously reassuring them about the ability
of Americans to stand up to this threat (Hendershot 39). They presented
two imaginaries —one of containment and the other one of integration, both
internal and external. As examples of the films show, these imaginaries were
two sides of the same coin. On the one hand, effective containment of
communist expansion required domestic and international integration. By
forging strong bonds within a mult-racial America and with the

non-communist world, the U.S. would be able to fight against the threat
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of communism. On the other hand, containment of the enemy (which starts
with defining the line between foe and allies) would let Americans embrace
differences within “us,” thus fulfilling the American ideal.

This paper has also pointed out that while Orientalism in Hollywood
films had a long history before the Cold War, it evolved during the Cold
War and the Korean War, an occasion for transformation of the
interrelations between anti-communism and Orientalism. Orientalism was
embedded in depicting both allies and enemies. Orientalism also informs
the ways in which these war films reflected the contemporary American
perceptions of the DPRK as “a uniquely brutal pawn of the PRC and the
‘Communist monolith’,” as Gauthier suggests. At the end of the Cold War,
when American officials and journalist began to recognize North Korea as
an independent actor, rather than merely a loyal puppet of Communist
China and Soviet Union, they began to substitute North Korea’s inherent
irrationality for sycophancy to explain North Korean motivations (367).
Even today, long after the Cold War’s sudden end in the early 1990s, this
image of North Korea persists. In addition to Orientalist gaze, power
imbalance between the United States and South Korea was explicitly
reflected in films. As a result, both people from North Korea and South
Korea remained as obscure and passive characters in the background, not
active players in those films. The insignificance of Koreans in Hollywood
films, therefore, reveals the American view of the Korean War and
self-positioning of the United States in the Cold War years.

The Hollywood legacy of the Korean War shows how American culture

was politicized and mobilized around questions of communism and

The Insignificance of Koreans During the Korean War | Kim, Jimin 149



anti-communism in the 1950s. Memories of the Korean War soon faded
from the attention of American public as well as policymakers, as they were
in many ways displaced by the war in Vietnam. This change corresponded
to domestic issues, such as the civil rights movement, the urban crisis, and
the anti-war movement. As Jacobson and Gonzalez argue, there soon
appeared critiques of anti-communism, which stemmed from a suspicion
that “anticommunism itself posed [a threat] to real Americanism and to
individual liberties” (40). However, the Korean War and U.S. involvement
in it remains one of the most crucial events in post-World War II history,
a turning point that allowed anti-communist culture to form and thrive in

1950s American society.
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| Abstract |

Formation of Modern ‘Korean Studies’ and Sites of Knowledge in
East Asia

A book review on "Sites of knowledge in East Asia and the birth of the modern
Korcan Studiess by the Humanities Korea Plus(HK+) Project Group of Yonsei
University’s Institute for the study of Korcan Modernity

Park, Subin | Sungshin Women’s University

‘Korean Studies’ is a very controversial concept. As we can see from a pretty much in-
trinsic question if it can be acknowledged as a ‘Studies’ as well as other issues like limiting
its subjects, organizing genealogy, etc., ‘Korean Studies’ interacts with outside and keeps
changing like an organism even at this moment. However, numerous researchers will sym-
pathize with the necessity to clearly organize the process that we once have gone through
here and now. In this book, the birth of the concept ‘Korean Studies’ and the process of its
transition are examined in multilateral ways based on desires that have been inspired inside
us and external influences. The 12 articles written by researchers with different specialties,
diverse background knowledges, and various interests get exquisitely woven and forms a sin-
gle image. Matters to be obtained and questioned are as many as the number of diverse dis-
cussions currently being made. Is this book, which can be regarded as contemporary opin-
ions, sufficient to serve as a part of the whole picture of the modern Korean Studies’ and
sites of knowledge in East Asia? The contents of this book are to be introduced and perform-
ances achieved as well as questions arisen in terms of the studies are to be examined in this

article from the viewpoint of a spontaneous and active debater.

Key words : Korean studies, East Asia, sites of knowledge, history of concept, genealogy,

Yonsei University’s Institute for the study of Korean Modernity
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| Abstract |

Pierre Bourdieu's Symbolic Power and the Sense of Alienation of
a Person who Coming up to the Seoul in the 1950s

Reading Choi Il-nam’s novel MPortrait of Seoul; as a sign of postwar Seoul
Kim, jeong—na.m | Catholic Kwandong Univ.

Choi Il-nam’s novel MPortrait of Seoul | specifically depicts the scene of Seoul after the
Korean War based on the experiences of a person who coming up to the Seoul in terms of
quotidienneté. Writer Choi Il-nam focused on the satire of the social conditions to reflect
on the falsehood of petit bourgeois lives, which appeared to be tracking “successful country
man who endured life in Seoul tenaciously, saving money and trying to exaggerate his social
position.” As such, the "portrait of Seoul jcorresponds to the cause of the false consciousness
of a successful country man and that prehistory.

MPortrait of Seoul is an empirically and figurative reconstruction of the social situation
of the time through the lens of a person who coming up to the Seoul, recalls the youth of
Seoul right after the Korean Wiar, breaking away from the pose of ideological rigidity or per-
nicious pose in postwar literature in the 1950s. To this end, this paper is based on Pierre
Bourdieu’s theory of ‘symbolic power and cultural reproductior’, symbolic power of the
Seoul and a person who coming up to the Seoul encountered and the problem of habitus
in the way of assimilation were examined in the social - cultural everyday life of Seoul based
on the situationality of apres guerre.

In this sense, this work explored the original site of the collapse of the Seoul-centrism
by portraying Seoul’s symbolic power, now called the ‘Seoul Republic’, and the gaze of a
young college student who came to Seoul shortly after the war. This was specifically shown
as habitus of country man and inferiority complex, and shaped that through symbolic expe-
riences based on the youth bonding(male bonding) during the period when the meaning
of survival right after the war was accepted as only value, the cultural situation of escape
and oblivion of Seoul, represented by Jongno 3-ga, coffee shop Renaissance.

But the irony that habitus of country man, who has tried to bleach so much, is left as

weriolo] A2 19504t ExAS) 2901 | FHd 209



an indicator of a country man despite his survival in Seoul, and the sense of sorry for his
hometown, which is eventually placed in the position of displaced people, serves as a re-
flection on the past days when he tried to blindly accept Seoul-centrism.

If the history of the capital city of Seoul has so far been the limit of our history to represent
the great history associated with a nation’s identity, it needs to be reconstructed further into
the history of the region and small society and within individual history from point of view
of locality. In addition, The reality that the red ocean system brought about by Seoul-cen-
trism is turning Koreans' lives toward disparity and polarization because of its ‘path depend-
ency which means that all roads lead to Seoul, which is the core of the consciousness that

has turned the provinces into an internal colony of Seoul.

Key words : Symbolic power, A person who coming up to the Seoul, Quotidienneté, Male

bonding, Jongno 3-ga, Coffee shop Renaissance, Seoul-centrism, Locality
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| Abstract |

A Study on Affinity between the Representations of Protestantism and
the National Policy Film Genres in Korean Film History

Park, Yuhee | Korea University

This study set out to investigate the aspects and contexts of special affinity between na-
tional policy films supported by the government and the representations of Protestantism
from the 1960s to the early 1980s based on the assumption of their affinity.

In 1957, a policy was implemented to granta license to import foreign films to film pro-
ducers that made excellent films in the nation as a reward and preferential treatment. Such
rewards for excellent domestic films served as the major driving force in the production of
South Korean films. The rights and interests involving rewards for excellent films were be-
stowed mainly upon anti-communism, enlightenment, and literary film sectors, which
ended up settling down as the national policy film genres encouraged by the government
since the 1960s. The life force of these three national policy film genres continued to live
until 1984 when the connections between film production and import of foreign films were
abolished. Protestantism was the religion that recorded the highest frequency of re-
production in these films, being the symbol of enlightenment and the base of anti-commu-
nism and providing the logic of a transcendent viewpoint of art to guarantee the qual-
ification of Literary films (as art films).

Entering the early 1980s that marked the decline of the genre of national policy films,
there was a shift in the paradigm of films reproducing Protestantism. As new generation
film producers made films reporting on the society and criticizing Protestantism whose reli-
gious influence expanded considerably throughout the 1970s, gospel movies sponsored by
the Protestant organism became the mainstream in the Protestantism film industry. The
logic of anti-communism and enlightenment that established affinity with national policy
propaganda films was used as the logic of suffering and rehabilitation in gospel movies tar-

geting believers. The logic became internalized as it was despite its broken relationship with

248 B $H=St Comparative Korean Studies Vol.29 No.1



national policy films. This special affinity between national policy film genres and
Protestantism makes it a rational inference that Protestantism worked as an ideological base
and framework view of the world in such films in South Korea after the Korean War.
Focusing on the reproduction patterns and roles of Protestantism in the national policy
film genres in film narrative whose main conflicts came from Protestantism's view of the
world and religious contemplation in the 1960s-the early 1980s when the three major na-
tional policy film genres were officially released, the present study shed concrete light on
the logic and contact point of the same tracks that comprised the affinity relations between

anti-communism, enlightenment, literary films and Protestantism.

Key words : Protestantism, representations, National Policy Film genre, affinity, anti-com-

munism, enlightenment, literary film, secularization, melodrama
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| Abstract |

A Study on the Perception about the Readers and the Narrative Experiment
of the Academic Journal in the Modern Enlightenment Era

Focusing on the narrative of Monglyurok

Jun, Eun-kyung | Kyungil Universicy

This paper is a study of the narrative of Monglyurok published in the acadermic journal
of the modern enlightenment era. In the period of modern enlightenment, various academ-
ic journals appeared, including journals based on domestic regions, magazines as institu-
tional magazines of political organizations, and journals published by Japanese interna-
tional students. Among them, the narrative styles of Monglyurok was analyzed centering
on the Korean journal and the Japanese journal of international students.

The narrative of Monglyurok in the modern enlightenment era was chosen by the need
for enlightenment and education in the crisis of the existence of the state, and the need to
grasp, criticize, and satirize the problems of Choseon. It was also summoned as a way to sum-
mon historical figures by inheriting the traditional Monglyurok, and to enlighten and en-
lighten readers through this person.

In addition, it is characterized by the fact that various experimental devices are being used
depending on the readers while inheriting the previous Monglyurok. With the advent of
a new medium called journal or magazine, people with similar circumstances and interests
were communicating and interacting with each other within this magazine. Among them,
even in the case of Monglyurok, it was used as an opportunity to express the same interests
as imitation, transformation, and expansion were carried out. The exchange and communi-
cation of these intellectuals would have created a new “common sense” of their own. Sharing
this awareness of the problem and using and enjoying the medium not as an object of en-
lightenment, but as an object of empathy and communication, these intellectuals would

have been an opportunity to grow as potential writers and readers of modern literature.
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