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| Abstract |

Meanings of Dosan, Ahn Changho’s Changga
in the History of Korean Literature

Focusing on Genre and Zeitgeist

Lee, Hyeongkwon | Chungnam National Univ

Dosan, Ahn Changho is an avid independent movement activist during Japanese
Colonial period. He wrote about twenty five poems called Changga but there are not any re-
searches about his achievement as a poet yet. Thus, this study examines the meanings of his
poems in terms of Korean literary history as acknowledging him as a poet as follows:

First, Dosan’s Changga presents his understanding of poetry genre and various poetic
forms in his literary texts. Dosan uses various early forms of Changga such as syllabic meters
(3-4,4-4,6-5,7 -5,and 8 - 5), and foot meters (dimeter, trimeter, and tetrameter)
as well as two lines one stanza, and four lines one stanza. He also uses common poetic ex-
pressions of poetry such as parallelism and repetition as well as figures of speech such as sim-
iles, metaphors, symbols, and exclamation. He embraces self-consciousness as a poet.

Second, in terms of themes, Dosan’s Changga focuses on enlightenment of civilization,
patriotism and independence, which are aligned with zeitgeist of Japanese colonial period
when Changga was flourished. Also, his themes are in accord with genre characteristics that
Changga embraces. Dosan actively applies his poetic endeavors to his life long goals such as
enlightenment of civilization and independence of Korea. in this regard, Dosan is an exem-
plary figure who harmonizes his poems, his life and zeitgeist of his time.

Third, Dosan’s Changga is the important literary asset of the patriotic enlightenment pe-
riod of Korea. The achievement of Dosan in the area of Changga can match Lee Gwangsu
and Choi Namseon. In particular, Dosan plays an important role in forming the Korean
American literary circle at the early stage when Korean American poetry circle was just
established. Dosan goes to the States to study and uses Changga to encourage Korean
Americans to cement their unity and to have patriotism and independent spirits.

In conclusion, Dosan shows his brilliant abilities as a writer in the late nineteenth and
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early twentieth century, and contributes to expanding the horizon of the history of Korean
literature. He wrote various poems that correspond with his understanding on literary gen-
res and zeitgeist of his time. He deserves to be recognized as a significant poet in the literary

history of Korean Americans and the history of Korean modern poetry.

Key Words : Ahn Changho, Japanese Colonial period, Changga, Korean literary history,
syllabic meters, foot meters, enlightenment of civilization, patriotism and in-

dependence, Korean Americans poetry, the history of Korean modern poetry
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| Abstract |

Kim Soo-young and Rediscovery of ‘gaze’

Focusing on the Relationship between Alberto Giacometti and Kim Soo-young

Lee, Hyewon | Korea Univ

In this article, I tried to find out the core of Kim Soo-young’s sense of language and aes-
thetics by comparing Kim and Giacometti. There was a big difference between Kim and
Giacometti: poet and painter. But they shared in common that they were artists who lived
their entire lives to find ‘a way of seeing rightly.’

Kim and Giacometti questioned the firm position enjoyed by the subject to the modern
sense of gaze. By staring at and expressing targets to the extent that his vision could reach,
Giacometti found a new way of expressing reality away from the conventional practice of
painting or sculpture. Kim, like Giacometti, denied the possibility of absolute gaze and con-
stantly tracked the pattern in which it changes in the relationship between the object and the
subject.

They moved away from the established point of view and bring about the expansion of
the methodology associated with visual perception. Giacometti captured the unique reality
of the object in the process of getting rid of and eliminating it endlessly, and through this
process, he awakened the fundamental sense of being alone in the infinite world. Kim stared
at a object that was projected into his inner self in order to capture the reality of the object
that was changing every minute. Through this tenacious and solitary work, he sought a new
methodology of seeing rightly.

They moved beyond the framework of modern senses, where absolute authority were
conferred on the subject of sight, and reached a new perception of rediscovering the relation-
ship between the subject and the other. By faithfully expressing the object’s reality, and by
expressing relationship between the subject and the other, focusing on the process,
Giacometti pioneered his own realm that could not be defined by the existing framework of
realism or modernism. Kim’s perception of the limitations of the subject’s gaze led to a re-or-

ganization of relationship between the subject and the other.

82 v 3=} Comparative Korean Studies Vol.27 No.3



Both of them found the artist’s conscience as they struggled endlessly to find reality for
what they gaze, rather than any strong declaration of reality. Through their loyalty to the ob-
ject, they discovered the life of the other that the subjects of modern gaze had missed, which

opened a new chapter in modernity in the aesthetics of the visual.

Key words : Kim Soo-young, Alberto Giacometti, gaze, reality, the subject, the other, mod-

ernity
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| Abstract |

A Study on Literary Night and Proletarian Poetry in 1990s
Focused on the epics of daily life and struggle and damaged Bodies

Kirn, Younghee | Kyung Hee Univ

Unlike the generality of literary history as an individual deviated from history and group,
labor poetry was actively written in the early of 90s. It could be found out historically
through the labors’ literary clubs and labor” writing poems. The history of the labors’ literary
clubs can be defined from 1987 to before IMF in 1997. The labors’ literary clubs had been
active for 10 years but the most of them were disbanded after the 2000s. Although it went
downbhill by weakened the existence and shrunk creative activities, the labor literary clubs
had its golden age in the early of 90s and took a role of the labor literary in the 90s as continu-
ing actively until the middle and late 1990s. However, the labor poetry in the 90’ literary
history had been treated like a ghost even though there were remarkable activities of the labor
literary clubs and the steady production of labor poetry.

The writing not separated from life, the poem not separated from labor, and the liter-
ature not separated from reality are the essences and the principles of labors’ writing. By writ-
ing, labors can be away from the lifestyle forced by the capitalism and can redefine and com-
pose their daily lives and works newly. Labors’ literary activities are to be planned and prac-
ticed to deny and overset the capitalist system destroying labors survival, humanity, and life.
Therefore, labors’ ‘literary life’ writing about their own histories and class-contradiction is
becoming the process to achieve labors’ ‘human life’ while making continuous crack on the
capitalist relation.

Regarding ‘what to write about’, what the labor literary clubs are emphasizing constantly
is “daily life’ and ‘struggle’. Labor literary in the aspect of materials and contents is not only
describing labors’ detailed daily life, but also including the struggle against class-contra-

diction in the field. Their desperate literary records of daily life and struggle becomes the his-
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tory of labors. The place where the epic of daily life and struggle showed the most fully is the
‘labor’s body’. It is mainly shown in the form of a damaged and sick body from the working
field and the process of struggle. The shape of damaged body described in labor poetry clear-
ly shows the identity of labor’s poetry before everything.

keyword : 90s, labors’ literary clubs, laborer’s writing, life and writing, narrative of daily life
and struggle, damaged bodies
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|Résumé|

Fiction littéraire et politique de la communauté,
L’Homme vient de Han Gang

Par le biais de I'analyse comparative sur la mise en discours de la Shoah
]ung, Eul) in | Univ. de Sangmyung

Le Gargon vient de Han Gang approfondit et amplifie le sens sociohistorique de sa ques-
tion ‘qu’est-ce ’homme?, en rencontrant le mouvement pour la démocratie de Kwangju le
18 mai 1980, I'événement politique décisif de la société coréenne contemporaine. La vio-
lence barbare de la force militaire du coup d’Erat et la résistance des citoyens de Gwangju jus-
qu'a la sacrifice de leurs vies face 4 cette barbarie dont le roman traite, pose la question de la
possibilité d’en dire, de celle de la représentation littéraire & cause du déroulement tragique
extréme de |‘événement. La question de dire I'indicible du point de vue a la fois empirique
et éthique, se relie 4 la question d’Adorno apres Shoah. Elle est celle de la littérature du té-
moignage de Primo Levi, Robert Antelme, Jean Améry apres Auschwitz. Pour la méthode
de la mise en discours de I'événement, Han Gang a choisit un ‘roman poétique’ qui combine
témoignage et pathos poétique. Cette forme évoque la valeur et la méthode essentielles de la
fiction littéraire, C’est-a-dire la fiction comme mise en discours des faits, plus vraie que la

chronique objective des faits.

Mots-clés : Han-Gang, Le Gargon vient, mouvement 5 - 18 pour la démocratie de Gwangju,

fiction, Primo Levi, Robert Antelme, littérature du témoignage, roman poétique
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| Abstract |

A Rhetorical Situation and Mediated Scenery
in Yu Gil—jun’s Sé’@/%(g)/wmﬂ%ﬂ(Observation of Travels in the West)

Wll, Chanje | Sogang Univ

In this paper, I would like to pay attention to ‘library’ as a window of recognition of west-
ern civilization and to deduce the circumstances in which the scenery reproduced by him was
mediated in Yu Gil-jun’s Seayugyeonmun(1895). Seayugyeonmun is not simply a travel docu-
ment, which is often referred to as the first Western travel document based on travel experi-
ences in America and Europe. It is the text that allows us to understand one aspect of the phe-
nomenon of acceptance of the other, the early modern Western. Furthermore, it is a compre-
hensive introduction to enlightenment.

Yu Gil-jun’s Seoyugyeonmun is more like a record of mediate knowledge from hearsay
written in a library than that of his own experience written in a scene of scenery. The actual
scenery was inevitably transformed because he had to go through mediation of the books he
referred to in the library. Why did the author still write such a travel document? In order to
answer this question, I decided to investigate the rhetorical situation first by focusing on the
author variables. As a result, examine the characteristics of metamorphosis of western civi-
lization and landscape written by Yu Gil-jun.

Although he was inadequate in both aspects of experience and information, his desire to
be the writer of the travel record was due to the envy of Western civilization, the desperate
perception of the reality of Joseon, and the strong will to enlighten the uncivilized Joseon.
He seems to want this book to be able to serve as a library for the enlightenment of Korea.
He hoped that readers in Joseon would widely read the list of western civilization and scenery
that he composed through translation, executive, and compilation, and would join the prac-
tical efforts for enlightenment. As a result, the actual scenery had to be blurred behind his
desire. It was the limit of Yu Gil-jun, who had been an bureaucrat and intellectual of the

closed Joseon Dynasty.
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Key words : rhetorical situation, author variables, desire to enlightenment, cultural trans-
forming for enlightenment, library as window of recognition of civilization,
mediated scenery, metamorphosis of scenery, record of personal experience, re-
cord of mediate knowledge from hearsay, Yu Gil-jun, Seoyugeonmun(Observation
of Travels in the West)
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| Abstract |

A Study on the Religious Imagination in Yi Chung-jun’s
Come Low unto Us
Focucing on Alain Badiou and Eric L. Santner’s Philosophical View

Yi, SOhyOI’l | Sogang Univ

Yi Chung-jun is an author who has developed religious imagination and thought in
depth in many novels. He tried not only to make religion the subject of fiction, but to sub-
limate his calling as a writer to a certain degree of religious practice. Among the novels of Yi
Chung-jun, “Sunhak-dong Traveler” in the series of “Namdosori” and Come Low unto Us
have been highly successful and adapted into other media such as movies and musicals.

His novels, as well as Come Low unto Us, which focuses on religious subjects, extend in
depth the reasons for religion, almost throughout. The themes of pain and death, life and
eternity, forgiveness and transcendence that he has spent his entire life, are particularly close-
ly related to religious subjects. Although the author publicly expressed that he had not turn
to any religion, from these works we can surmise that he had been yearning for more pro-
found faith in the absolute and spiritual world than anyone else in the depths of his heart.

These novels share the common thread of miracles, revelations, and other events that are
hard to explain from the point of view of reason. These miracles do not end up as one-off
events. They are characterized by shaking the character’s body and even tearing it down
completely to near nothing before rebuilding into a newly deployed state of flesh. Reborn
as flesh, a surplus that cannot be captured by the existing symbolic order, the subject declares
an end to its previous state and organizes daily life into a regrouped order according to the
sense of flesh. Having experienced religious miracles through “truth events” that subvert rea-
son/madness, exceptional state/ everydy life, the subject is given the role of apostle through

“fidelity to the event” which even changes the lives of his neighbors.
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This experience, similar to the example of the Bible’s Apostle Paul, forms the backbone
of a religious person’s life that maintains the faithfulness of a miracle, as the case of the main

character of Come Low unto Us , Reverend An Yohan.

Key Words : religious imagination, miracle, revelation, event, subject, fidelity, body, flesh,

everyday life, creaturely life
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