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| Abstract |

Emphasis on Active Readers and Changes of Constructing
Modern Poetry canon in Literature Education

Oh, Younkyung | Korea University

The paradigm of literary education has moved to the reader-centrism from the
text-centrism. This transition of literary education have also changed significantly aspects of
poems in textbooks , as well as aspects of teaching and learning methods. It is need to exam-
ine closely, however, whether the canon system which has been reorganized from the course
of accepting the reader-response theory, in practice, supports the correspondence and active
dialogue with the readers. This study reviewed the achievement standards newly introduced
with changes in the purposes and characteristics of literary education, and examined crit-
ically specific aspects of modern poems newly selected according to such achievement
standards.

The cultural perspective in literary education, introduced to support subjective activities
and attitudes of the reader, was not led to allow the reader to engage actively in literary cul-
ture, but to internalize the value theme in literary works. The idealism of poetry education,
the reader’s engagement with poetry works, in fact, was turned into enlightening education
to make the reader accept and internalize specific value theme in poems. As a result, the mod-
ern poetry canon reconstructed with the acceptance of recent poems should rather tend to
instill cultural imbalances into the reader. The liberal education is usually associated with the
Enlightenment, and construction of the educational canon tends to be inclined in the ideals
of education required by the institution rather than their own requirements. It can be said
that the modern poetry canon newly organized since 7th national curriculum, therefore, is
under the enlightening ideals of literary education which make narrowly not only the appre-

ciative activity of the lerner but also concept of ‘poetry’ itself.
1y

Key words : Return of the reader, Reader-response theory, Modern poetry canon, Attitude

forming, Internalization, Cultural community, Functions of value trans-
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