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(ABSTRACT)

Poetics of Humor in Deconstructive Poetry in the 1980s
: Focused on the Negativity of Laughing in Poems by
Park Namcheol

Nanhee Kim
(Sogang University)

This paper poetically looks into the poems of humor written by Park
Namcheol who was considered as the representative poet of deconstructive
poems in the 1980s. It has been planned in order to look into a ludicrous
aspect and meaning on the negativity of poetic language seen in the poems
written by Park who is called ‘playful deconstruction’. The author of this paper
paid attention to the humor of Park Namcheol because of the decision that,
rather than deconstructive experimental poems, playful deconstructive poems
leading to laughing have ‘the most Park Namcheol-ful’ features. The problem,
however, was how to make clear what meaning the humor has in relation with
deconstructive poems. With an aim to make clear that the mechanism of
creating laughing works as the negativity of the poetic language, this paper
ludicrousness combines deconstructive features with the negativity of a poetic
language.

From the perspective of the negativity of the poetic language, humourous
aspects and functions seen in Park Namcheol's poems could be divided into
three categories; the violation of syntactic rules and the collapse of a
dichotomous composition; a wordplay and putting paragrammatic meaning
into practice; and the errors in categorization and bringing others out. First

of all, the violation of syntactic rules and the collapse of a dichotomous

230  Comparative Korean Studies Vol. 21 No. 2



composition were in tune with the infinity of the meaning the poetic language
has, as the humor brought about by the violation of syntactic rules gave rise
to the multiplicity, inaccuracy and flexibility of meaning. Second of all, the
wordplay and putting paragrammatic meaning into practice showed that
paragrammatic writing through the wordplay worked as a mechanism which
was capable of destroying a linear and unidimensional meaning network, but
of creating a multi-dimensional and dynamic meaning. Last but not least, the
errors in categorization and bringing others out could make sure that, by
exposing meaning ranges which usual word categories cover up through the
errors in categorization, putting into practice the meaning of bringing others

out caused by the errors in categorization is laughing.

Keywords : humor, a poetic language, negativity, the violation of syntactic
rules, theinfinity of meaning, a wordplay(a pun) paragrammatic

writing, category, the errors in categorization
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