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{Abstract)

Canonization of Korean Modern and Contemporary

Women’s Literature

Yangsun Kim
(Hallym University)

This paper looks into anthologies of female writers and examines the
mechanism of canonization in women’s literature. Specifically, this paper
examines the current status and the limits of the anthologies of Korean
women’s literature published in Korea as well as in the UK and the United
States. In addition, I will suggest the contents and methodologies for new
Korean women’s literature anthology in relationship with world literature.

The second section reviews the anthologies published in the colonial period,
after the liberation of Korea, and since the 2000s. In the colonial period’s
anthologies, the key standard for evaluating women’s literature was the reality
of colonial Chosun. After Korean War, Korean Women Writer’s Literature
Collection contained the works by a wide range of writers of the old and new
generations in women’s literary circle, and took the principle of embracement
and aggregation. The two anthologies published after the 2000s maintained
feminist’s view. But fiction-oriented contents, and very few explanations and
comments remained as a limitation.

In the third section, I suggest the need for a new women’s literature
anthology. The new Korean women’s literature anthology needs to include
works from the early modern period to the contemporary 2000s. Reflecting
women’s experiences and creativities, and portraying various aspects of

de-colonization are important in new anthology. And the new anthology
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should include various literary genres like letters, political journals and
declarations, including fictions, poems, plays, and essays. Finally, the new
anthology has to make a microscopic approach toward individual writers and
their works, and offer a macroscopic perspective on each period and women
writers in general.

The fourth section introduces selected works or women writers that have
been translated since the 2000s. Even though writers and their works
recognized as canon in Korean women’s literature have been translated into
English, these include only few works from the early modern period and the
colonial period. Moreover, it is rare to see works in genres other than fiction
and poetry.

In conclusion, the new anthology must survey the socio-cultural conditions
surrounding women’s literature, how women’s literature deals with gender
issues such as femininity, feminine writing and female desire, and how the
femininity or feminine writing has evolved around socio-cultural contexts.
Second, publication of a women’s literature anthology allows readers to

remember women writers who have been forgotten in literary history.

Keywords : women’s literature, woman writer, women’s view, anthology,

canonization, translation, socio-cultural context
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