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{Abstract)

Paradise Lost or Paradise Regained?

Yankovsky’s Novina Village in Korea

Kim Jean Young
(Yonsei University)

The Novina village, an estate owned by the White Russian Yankovsky family,
existed near the Jueul(Shuots) hot spring in Northern Ham-Kyung province
from 1926 till 1945. Fled from the Bolsheviks after the Civil War, the
Yankovskys, besides farming and hunting, ran a summer resort place for White
Russians, turning it into a “most cultural and truly Russian nest” for the émigrés
in the Far East. Unlike the White Russian roamers in other cosmopolitan cities
like Harbin, Shanghai, Shin-jing, the White Russians in this legendary estate
formed an independent commune of their own, and within its boundary they
sojourned as masters of themselves. The primitive nature of Joseon and Jueul,
as opposed to the modernized hybrid cities of Shanghai and Harbin, underscored
the privileged and self-protective character of Novina, which its visitors and
residents would long remember as a paradisial ‘fairy-tale’ place.

Interestingly enough, Novina’s idealistic image given by its insiders is clearly
contrasted to the way how Koreans observed and recorded it from outside.
Kim Gi-Rim, for example, depicted Novina with great curiosity in his travelogue
on Jueul, but it was to be overshadowed by his sentimental preconception on
White Russians as people who had lost their kingdom and national self-identity.
It is most likely that this sense of deprivation is kept in tune with what Kim
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Gi-Rim himself might have gone through as a colonial Korean. It is in this
sense that his travelogue can be symbolically read as a record of a modern
man’s ‘Paradise Lost'.

Another modernist writer Lee Hyo-Seok frequented Novina and left a number
of writings. He travelled Harbin as well as Novina, and in the course of 8
years he wrote both novels and essays, both in Korean and Japanese languages,
on his impressions of the village. His is a case that requires a much deeper
discussion in the future study.

Key words: Jueul(Shuots), Novina, White Russians, Yankovsky, Kim Gi-Rim,
Lee Hyo-Suk
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