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{Abstract)

On the ‘East Asian Horizon of Korean Studies’
-About ‘the shaken tribute system’ and ‘reasonable dialogue’-
The Review of The East Asian Horizon of Korean Studies (written by Im
Hyung-taek, Changbi, 2014)

Ryu, Jun-pil
(Inha University)

‘The East Asian Horizon of Korean Studies’, which is suggested by Im,
Hyung-taek, posits Korea at a locus of mediator in the East Asia centered
on ‘China-Korea-Japan’ relationship. He concentrates on the normative models
of ‘reasonable dialogue’ while characterizing the East Asian world through three
centuries since 1500 as ‘the shaken tribute system’. However, his suggestion
tends to be lead to the teleological projection and homogeneous extension by
the fact that it presupposes the East Asia as a unitary space. East Asia, which
cannot be reduced to a group of equal political bodies, needs to be reconstructed
on the basis of different political, social, and cultural entities of China, Korea,
and Japan. ‘The East Asian Horizon of Korean Studies’ could be respected
through such efforts of reconstruction.

Key words: the East Asian Horizon of Korean Studies, Im Hyung-taek, the
shaken tribute system, reasonable dialogue, Shilhak
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