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{Abstract)

Jacques Ranciere’s “The Politics of Literature”
Re-contextualized: With a Focus on Eunyong Jin’s

Inquiries

Jung, Eui-jin
(Sangmyeong University)

Eunyoung Jin’s “The Re-distribution of the Sensible: On Poetry of the 2000s,”
which was published in the journal “Creation and Criticism (Winter, 2008)”
caused a great stir in Korean literature and triggered various follow-up
discussions. In this piece, Eunyoung Jin made references mostly from “Politics
of Aesthetics: The Distribution of the Sensible” by Jacques Ranciére, a French
scholar of politics and aesthetics. Her referential focus was to newly consider
the relationship between literature and politics. Even afterwards, Eunyoung Jin
had drawn from Ranciére new thoughts that could turn a dichotomously
contrasting relationship between a poet’s participation in reality and poetry’s
artistic value into a (more) productive interactional relationship. In order to
plan and practice a reformation of senses and thoughts whose literary and artistic
creativity are based on social customs and on a larger scale, a new reformation
of the society’s political geography, Eunyong Jin underwent various activities
to re-contextualize Ranciére’s argument on constant reformation of “The
Aesthetic Regime of Art” for situations in Korea. Writers who actively engaged
in situations such as the Yongsan disaster and the Duriban struggle, while
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choosing to share various poetic tendencies and texts that hover between a
so-called dichotomy of art and society are one good example. Ensuring that
poetry and literature will maintain a continuous openness toward fluid and
complex realities of the society, thereby giving the sensibility of a poet him-
or herself new artistic and political motives and reset the relationship between
literature and politics above a new horizon was the position held by and practiced
by Eunyoung Jin.

Looking back at Eunyoung Jin’s work from a socio-economic context, her
work is interlocked with the need to fundamentally change the way of thinking
in respect of Korean society and the current economic system based on capitalism
and a series of domestic and foreign situations such as the 2008 Candlelight
Protest (in South Korea), the Financial crisis of 2008 that originated in the
U.S. subprime mortgage crisis and the bankruptcy of Lehman Brothers and
later spread worldwide and the Yongsan disaster in the beginning of 2009.
These situations provided an opportunity to newly refresh in mind the Korean
literature’s history of rapid advancement along with the modernization process
of and also of rapid decline in the 1990s, i.e., the memory of literature’s
revolutionary tendency. However, this memory is also connected with the evils
of thought and practice that treat literature as a tool for revolutionary
movement(s). Literary practice to confront the socio-economic contradiction that
was structural and fixed from an abstract social-scientific perspective often
simplified the reality of society where more diverse, complex and foreign situations
coexisted and interpenetrated one another. In this regard, the reason Eunyoung
Jin actively accepted Jacques Ranciére’s argument that emphasized the
independent and creative confrontation of literary works, at least to overcome
the abovementioned issue, rather than obsessing over the socio-economic
foundation and the structural contradiction can be understood. In the end,
regardless of the different socio-economic contexts between France and Korea,
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(it is clear that) the main idea for both Jacques Ranciére and Eunyoung Jin
is the study and practice of possibilities. Eunyoung Jin is faithful to Ranciere’s
fundamental principle that there is no pre-determined truth. Therefore, although
the task of critically reviewing Eunyoung Jin’s understanding of Ranciere from
a perspective of theoretical accuracy is necessary and has meaning, but is not
without limitations as the focus of the problem is the study and practice of
possibilities.

Key words: Jacques Ranciere, Eunyoung Jin, Literature and Politics, The
Aesthetic Regime of Art, The Re-distribution of the Sensible
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