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{Abstract)

The Crossed Gaze and Created Image

- The Political Images of North Korea Appearing
in Photographs Taken by Chinese and Japanese Photographers -

Kim, Sang-mi
(Sungkyungkwan University Center For Cross Culture Studies)

The purpose of this study is to recognize the photographs of Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (“North Korea”) taken by the photographers from
different countries and international exchange and exhibition thereof as a medium
of integrated communication

During the relatively short period of this study, there were photographs that
captured the social aspects of North Korea from a different angle, while going
through the changes and conflicts from the images of control and propaganda.
Such change of North Korean society is recreating yet another image of North
Korea even as we speak.

However, when analyzing the photographs of North Korea, one must focus
on the structural and schematized continuity according to the specific condition
or formal pattern and should direct his/her study in a direction which will
allow for the formation of critical perspective, because North Korea has been
using mainly the images for the propaganda and the media of proliferation,
which are expected to proliferate at a greater and faster pace in the future.

Accordingly, the photographs of North Korea, which used to be the symbol
of one of the most restricted countries, will be able to function as an important
vehicle for acquiring information through the changed environment of visual
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culture and communication system for acquiring information. Also, the
photograph can become something more than a mere documentary that records
only the historical events in Korea, as it can provide the contents which can
become the theme of continued research that will identify the core of a problem
and a lead for resolution thereof, and present an educational value to make
researches for the next generation, at the same time.

Furthermore, the photograph can be re-interpreted as a method of overcoming
cultural conflicts, such as the terrorism and safety issues, peace and national
security, etc. Thus, this study will be able to lead the research on image
that can contribute to a variety of areas, including the area of academics, such
as the study of culture ecology in preparation of cultural isolation, cultural
conflict and cultural clash and the study of cultural communication method
to remove physical and psychological gaps, as well as the area of life.

Key words: North Korea, photo, propaganda, photojournalism, photograph art
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