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{Abstract)

A Study on the Meanings of Baek Seok’s Creation of

The Four Brothers in the Crab Family through the

Translation of Collection of Verses for Children by
Marshak

Lee, Kyung-soo
(Chung-Ang University)

Starting with the premise that the translation(1955) of Collection of Verses
for Children by Samuil Marshak influenced the creation of The Four Brothers
in the Crab Family, a collection of children’s poetry, by Baek Seok, this study
set out to investigate the specific effects of the translation of Collection of Verses
for Children on the creation of The Four Brothers in the Crab Family. The study
first examined Baek Seok’s criticisms of children’s literature published before
his full-scale creation of children’s poetry after the translation of Collection of
Verses for Children by Marshak, finding out that his perspective of emphasizing
poetry and philosophy as the requirements of children’s stories was formed
through Collection of Verses for Children by Marshak.

Collection of Verses for Children by Marshak contains 11 original poems, and
The Four Brothers in the Crab Family by Baek does 12 original poems. They
share some similarities in the system and composition of collection of poems
including placing illustrations along with poems and embodying traditional fairy
tales into poems. At the same time, however, there are differences between
them. While Collection of Verses for Children by Marshak has a higher percentage
of poems featuring characters than fable-type poems featuring animals, The
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Four Brothers in the Crab Family by Baek is characterized by an even higher
percentage of animal origin tales and fable-type poems featuring animals than
poems featuring characters. In addition, the former has a stronger satirical nature
and a higher percentage of poems in the socialist ideology than the latter.

It is also needed to pay attention to the meanings of usage of the final
ending 4]’ by comparing the two collections of poems. It was during the
translation and creation of children’s poetry that Baek started to use the final
ending ‘-4],” which was never found in his poems created before. He started
to use the final ending partially while translating Collection of Verses for Children
by Marshak in 1955, first introduced it in his original children’s poem The
Magpie and the Azure-Winged Magpie published in January issue of Children’s
Literature in 1956, and made full-scale use of it in all the 12 original poems
of his The Four Brothers in the Crab Family. There is a need for more detailed
investigations into the reason why he chose the final ending when translating
Collection of Verses for Children by Marshak, but the influences of Kim Eok &
Kim So-wol, who were his predecessor poet from the same home town, on
him seem far from negligible. Baek started to use the final ending, which he
had never used in his original poems before, while translating Collection of Verses
for Children by Marshak and made active use of it in his original children’s
poems, which indicates that he was clearly aware that children’s poems had
a different nature from his old original poems.

Key words: Marshak, Collection of Verses for Children, Baek Seok, The Four
Brothers in the Crab Family, translation, final ending, “-4J’, Kim
Eok, Kim So-wol, consciousness of translation
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