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(ABSTRACT)

The Semiotics of Arirang

Hyosup Song
(Sogang University)

This paper aims to investigate the semiotic role of Arirang in extended
Arirang discourse by analyzing Korean traditional Arirang song texts. Even
though 'Arirang' in refrain part of Arirang song does not have any semantic
value, it can show its paradoxical process transforming from {-semantic value}
to {+semantic value}l by combining with other non-semantic units in refrain
part or semantic units in lyric part. In the process of combining among from
smaller units to larger units, the rule of combination is loosened, but the
amount of information becomes bigger by increase of unpredictable entropy.
This principle can be found not only in Arirang song texts but also in Arirang
discourse appeared widely in Korean various cultural texts. As various indexical
facts that seem not to be directly related to ‘Arirang’ are combinned with the
word Arirang, ‘Arirang’ is not just a phonic unit without any semantic value,
but becomes a strong semantic unit containing abundant emotions and ideals.
Accordingly, we can verify by semiotic perspective many significances given

to Arirang from past to present by Korean people.

Key words : Arirang, Arirang discourse, generative semiotics, poetics, refrain

part, lyric part, meaning effect
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