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(ABSTRACT)

Arirang’s Invention and Performativity: Arirang

within the Discourse of Korean Folk Song

Seulki Park
(Hallym University)

IIt is commonly accepted that “Arirang” represents the common mentality
shared by all Koreans. This is the reason why it is called “Minjok Ui Norae
[Song of Korean Peoplel.” In other words, it has been considered that the
emotion represented in the song is not an individual’s regret of parting but
a particular mentality unique to the Korean national identity. Turning to the
historical process in which “Arirang” gained the current status, one would
discover that there was a significant change of the definition of the generic
category of the song; the song had been originally known as a “Chapka
[popular songl” but this generic definition was changed to “Min’yo [folk
songl.” If “Chapka” was regarded as a popular genre, “Min’yo” was the musical
form to represent the unique emotion of Korean people. This discursive process
was closely connected to Japanese discourse of Korean folk song genre.

However it is hard to tell that the discourse of “Min’yo” can be directly
applied to the canonization process of “Arirang.” The song gained the current
status of “Song of Korean People” in the 1930s. During the period, it was
almost impossible for Koreans to express their nationalist emotion. “Arirang”
was discursively reborn as the “Song of Korean People” in order to channel

the nationalistic emotion. In other words, “Arirang” became what it is now
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not because it cogently expresses the common mentality of Korean people but

because it was performed as the “Song of Korean People.”

Key words : Arirang, discourse of Korean folk song, Minyo(folk song), popluar
song, Shin-Minyo(new folk song)
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