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(ABSTRACT)

The Acceptance of Arirang Shown
in Modern Korean Poetry

Woo Taek Jeong
(Sungkyunkwan University)

This study aims to examine how modern poems interpreted the poetic
meanings of Arirang and attempted to represent and recreate them, focusing
on Arirang’s formative process as a genre of Korean folk song and its
characteristics. Arirang came to rise up as a representative Korean folk song
because it symbolized the historic sufferings of Korean people. In Korean Diaspora
literature, Arirang was used as the means of confirming the national identity.
The division of the country after the Liberation was one of the largest
contradictions to the Korean people, and some modern poems were written
through projecting into Arirang’s form the dearest wish to overcome the division.

The main theme of Arirang has been generally explained as Han(=a
repressed inner complex) caused by the separation between beloved people. The
separation sung by Arirang can be divided into two groups: death-rooted and
the socially-enforced group. The enforced separation was made in the process
of colonization and modernization, and some poems describing the contradictions
of modernization sometimes were combined with Arirang. Originally Arirang
has two types of function as play and amusement, but they, oppressed by the
emotion of Han, were not fully expressed. Some poems regarded the emotion
of joy as the musical base of Arirang and introduced it into its poetic world.

As Jung-Seon Arirang, Jin-Do Arirang and Mil-Yang Arirang reveal,
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Arirang is the folk song which was spread and handed over within regions.
The poets, however, wrote poems by connecting Arirang with an arbitrarily
-chosen region(ex: Chicago Arirang), because modern poetry doesn’t have any
restrictions on its spreading and dissemination within a community. In such
poems, Arirang appeared to be a carrier of a poet’s individual lyrical feeling.
The regional trait and Arirang, in the poems of which title contains a local
name, helped to build personal identity and existing conditions. Among local
Arirangs, Jung-Seon Arirang turned out to be most frequently introduced in
modern poems, and Jung-Seon Auragi appeared as the most popular poetic
scenery.

The existing base and method of Arirang vary according to the times.
So modern poems should not repeat the fixed forms of Arirang, but portray
its changing features through individual thinking and poetic diction, paying

attention to the splitting forms of Arirang.

Key words : Arirang, folk song, modern poems, separation, Han(=a repressed

inner complex), national identity, diaspora
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