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(ABSTRACT)

An Epoch of 1980°s and the Industrial Field’s Arirang:
The Social and Metaphorical Meaning of Guro Arirang

Chae Won Lee
(Sogang University)

The purpose of this thesis is to study Arirang motif in the 1980’s in the
industrial field, concentrating on Guro Arirang. Guro Arirang, the original work
and an adapted film, share symbolic meanings, which are ‘Guro, an industrial
complex’ and ‘Arirang’, even though each constitutes thematic horizon and
esthetics. The story is based on the epoch of 1980’s which has significant meaning
in modern history of Korea. This paper deals with the network of meanings
which are concentrated in the epoch’s backdrop, Guro industrial complex and
the Arirang motif.

Guro Arivang, the original work by Moon Yeoul Lee does not stand by
the voice which desires democracy but contains a derision on that voice. The
attitude of the implied author towards characters is revealed through a modified
first person narration. In Guro Arirang, the original work’s connection with
Arirang merely exists on the title, which shows that the Arirang motif exists
as an archetype in the unconsciousness of Koreans. The adapted film, Guro
Arirang presents another thematic horizon and aesthetics, even though the period
is depicted the same as the original text. It specifies the Arirang motif and
expands the territory of Arirang’s meaning. It is associated with the strong
vitality of the masses.

For a long time, Arirang has survived as the sign of incantation in Korean’s
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unconsciousness. It has been existing as the voice of the mass, although there
are many versions. Arirang contains the meaning of a community, cooperation
and union, and in particular the meaning of the mass resistance, delight and
grief. The resistance in the film, Guw Arirang is also accomplished by the solidarity
of the mass. In Guro Arirang, this is connected with the epoch of 1980’s and
the industrial complex, Guro, therefore expanding and transforming the meaning
of Arirang. It is not something that binds people under the same ideology
but is what the people have created by themselves. Arirang is the spontaneous
will, soul and sympathy of the mass in Korea and it is shaped from a certain

epoch and social class in the film Guro Arivang.

Key words : Arirang, epoch of 1980’s, industrial complex, the mass, narrative

f formation
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