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(ABSTRACT)
You-jeong Kim and Arirang

In-soon Yoo
(Gangwon University)

You-jeong Kim regarded human being and his world in Arirang as a totality
and noticed that he himself belonged to it. Kim introduced and inserted the
folk songs of the Korean people including Arirang in his own essays, fictions,
and questionnaires for some magazines. This essay aims to investigate the
encounter of Kim and Arirang, his view on Arirang, and the role and influence
of Arirang on his works.

Arirang adapted in Kim’s works is a device to make the narrative conceived,
it also has the functions of giving his works a hint of locality and mood and
criticizing the brutality of Japanese colonization of Korea. Arirang alluded in
Kim’s fictions such as “Manmubang” and “The Wife” brings to the fore his
accusation of and resistance to Japanese colonialization.

Arirang helped the author to configure the particularity of Korean collective
affect and the dignity of human life and its passion. It also made a contribution
to the formation of Kim’s signature stylistic voice as well as his idiosyncratic

sense of humor.

Key words : folk song, affect, humor, resistance to Japanese colonization,

stylistic voice

=AY 715 [ AAPIRE  7.16~8.5. | AAEAY - 8.15.

232 Comparative Korean Studies Vol. 20 No. 2



