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(ABSTRACT)

Aspects of the Poems of Korean Diaspora in China:

Adapting Arirang and Related Discourse

Kyung-Su Park
(Busan University of Foreign Studies)

This study aims to look at how the poems of Korean diaspora in China
adapted Korean representative folk song Arirang. This study reviews how the
interior forms of Arirang are constructed in the poetry written with creativity
and what kind of discourse the poetry deals with.

There are 44 poems adapting Arirang(Arirang poems) found among those
of Korean diaspora. Most Arirang poems have a variety of aspects in accordance
with the development of the literature of Korean diaspora in China. There
are poems reconstructed into epics or transformed into Sasul Sijo.

Some of Arirang poems are distorted as pro-Japanese works propagating
the foundation ideology of Manchuria at the end of Japanese colonial period.
Arirang Manchuria by Hae-young Yoon is a typical work jumping on the
bandwagon of colonial discourse encouraging cooperation with Japan.

However, most Arirang poems embody the reality of Korean history and
body out decolonial discourse recognizing their Korean national identity. The
mainstream of Arirang poems are those realizing the adverse life of Korean
diaspora in China, embodying ethnic unity as Korean and resisting Japanese
ruling with their ethnic spirit and will to overcome all the adversity in life.

Some of Arirang poems are propagating the modernization of economy

and mechanization of life with respect to the reform and opening up policy
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since the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Since the Chinese reform and opening
up policy, folk song Arirang has begun to be sung and Arirang poems have
begun to deal with local lyrics and natural lyrics.

Folk song Arirang didn't play a role for the poems of Korean diaspora
in China to return to the retrospective world but it rather gave stimuli and
opportunities to try a diverse poetic world. Folk song Arirang was the driving
force to intensify the identity of modern poetry and to form a variety of poetic

transformation

Key words : Arirang, Arirang poems, Diaspora, literature of Korean diaspora
in China, colonial discourse, decolonial discourse, national

identity, Hae-young Yoon, Cheol-li Song
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