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(ABSTRACT)

A Comparative Study on the Ballad Little Lamb
(Miorita) and the Folk Song Arirang

Jeong Hwan Kim
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

If the folk song Arirang is inherent in our sentiment, the ballad Little
Lamb (Miorita) flows into the deep inner side of Romanian people. The ballad
Little Lamb, in which the view of nature and death is explained based on the
pantheism, belongs to an extended category of folk song, but it is defined
exactly as a ballad in the Romanian literary category. This paper introduces
the full text of ballad Little Lamb translated in Korean and the analyzing of
various motives focused on the main episodes, and moreover reconsiders the
similarities and distinctions between these two verses, the ballad Little Lamb
(Miorita) and the folk song Arirang, centered on the problems of space and
death, the characteristics of verification and genre, the acceptance and influence
into the other genres.

The ballad Little Lamb and the folk song Arirang are stamped on the
world of spirit of both nations, Korean and Romanian, as a basic nucleus, and
these are the true natures which forms the mode of mental life in the unconscious
mind. Both verses arrive from this real life to the spirituality of transcendence,
and connected organically with the problems of daily life, identity and existence.
Arirang, which crosses the ‘hill’, and Little Lamb, which comes down the ‘plateau’
slowly, have the double-sideness of transcendence which is rising and descending.

Therefore, the secularization and the sacralization, the sacred and the profane
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coexist harmoniously in both verses. According to Eliade’s expression, the Little
Lamb and Arirang are the manifestation of sanctity for us, in other words,
the true nature of hierophany. So they will be the sign through which is revealed
the myth-folk recognition of space and time also in the contemporary age,
at the same time passing down a cultural heritage.

As though the basic element ‘Han’ centered in our emotion will be one
among the keywords for the understanding of Arirang, the ‘Dor’ exists in
Romanians. This word ‘Dor’ which is borrowed from latin ‘dolus’ in a sense
of the suffering, means not only a mixed wish with pain, but also a complex
feeling filled with pleasure, love, sadness, agony, hope, nostalgia etc. Based
on the common consciousness and factors ‘Han’ and ‘Dor’, the comparative
study of the death, the consciousness of ‘Mother Nature’, the problems of
completion and transformational creation, the similarities, the distinctions, the
folk-influence into the written literature etc. will be a very interesting discussion,
and moreover it will suggest a standard and value of comparative cultural
research. Eventually, the comparative study of cultural heritage and true nature
of both nations, the Little Lamb and Arirang, will be a meaningful comparison
and analysis of the basic cultural elements, being significant in regard to the

reconsideration of this field.

Key words : Little Lamb (Miorita), Arirang, Alecsandri, space, death,

versification, ballad, folk song
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