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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Problem of Administrative Protection
of Arirang in Relation to its Cultural Traits

Deunghag Kang
(Gangneung-wonju University)

Even though Arirang is influential in Korean culture to this age, we rarely
enjoy the rural folksongs of Arirang. The rural Arirang folksongs are more
serious than the urban popular Arirang folksongs which makes it difficult to
be appreciated by the public. For this reason, rural Arirang folksongs have
been preserved by the Cultural Properties Protection Law. This law designated
some singers as representative bearers, who are formal heirs of rural Arirang
folksongs.

However, people who can benefit from the Cultural Properties Protection
Law are very rare even though there are a large number of bearers who
naturally mastered rural Arirang folksong through their daily lives over a wide
area of Gangwondo and the surroundings. There are two situations: the one
which the natural bearers of rural Arirang folksongs are disappearing outside
the protection system, and the other which several representative bearers are
artificially fostering few heirs. They are I contradiction with each other.

In order to solve these problem, we need to change the concept of protecting
Arirang. In other words, we must expand the concept to retaining the cultural
condition and not just the apprenticeship training to protect Arirang. Therefore

we can make let more bearers and wider areas be protected by the legal system.
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In this respect, it requires that we should work out a new system of protecting
intangible cultural heritage including Arirang.

In recent years, administrative work for Arirang have gradually increased.
These efforts focus on making Arirang the symbol of Korea, or on enhancing
symbolic meaning of it. However, it is difficult to understand the cultural value
of Arirang by putting forward the symbolic meaning. Administrative works
for Arirang will do better it they focus on fulfilling the cultural trait, namely
on culturally realizing the trait of Arirang.

Though there are many different versions of Arirang, it is their essential
trait in the sociocultural role that Arirang is the song of the weak, or those
who face life’s difficulties. Because people who have sung Arirang are lay
persons by status system in the traditional society and by military force in
the Japanese colonial period. In this view development of Arirang must revive
the cultural soul and practice sociocultural role of the song. In other words,

Arirang culture is for lay people and people facing life’s difficulties.

Key words : Arirang, rural folksong Arirang, urban popular folksong Arirang,
Cultural Properties Protection Law, administrative works for

Arirang, cultural trait of Arirang
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