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(ABSTRACT)

The Comparison of the Representations between
Original Images of North Korea's Symbolic Artifacts
and Westerners' Photographies

Sang Mi Kim
(Korea University)

This paper examines the difference of cultural gaze between North Korea’s
photo images that were captured by the Western photographers and the
strategy of produced images by North Korea. As the era has changed, the
chances are that people can actually see North Korea’s images have also
increased, but almost all images were censored by North Korea in advance.
The images created by North Korea reflect cultural-political aspects, and would
be a good example to show nation’s application of visual images.

The Western photographers tried to catch secret landscapes of North Korea
and unregulated scenes to reveal the contradictions and conflicts in the society.
Yet, the photographers could only encounter strategic images produced by
North Korea, which were the result of a thorough calculation. Thus, the
Western photographers tried to deliver North Korea’s intended direction by
creating photo images.

Chris Marker’s pictures about the 1950s’ Pyongyang’s sceneries focus not
on monuments, but on national-cultural traits. In his pictures, Marker

expresses his astonishment at the rapid development of North Korean society
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as well as their cultural assets and artists. Besides, the pictures reveal his
intention that North Koreans are people of sense as the photographer himself.
In the 1960s and 1970s, Edward Kim captured that the light distorted images
of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jung-il, father and son; another of his work shows
North Korean people captured as extremely small figures compared to
surroundings. The contrast between the adaptation of the Western culture and
the leaders of Kim maximizes a sense of difference. The tendency of foreignness
is often discovered from the 2000s’ photographers, too. The photographers
who could not but reach to the propaganda images made by North Korea
made efforts to capture the two extreme figures of the society. For example,
they tried to reveal the limits and control in North Korean society by including
prohibited scenes in the margin of the frame. Namely, since the 2000s, the
pictures have show how the Western photographers endeavored to picture the
images besides the produced images by North Korea. The Western
photographers have different understandings of Korea’s division situation, and
at the same time, they considered how North Korea that has been fully
controlled for over the half-century appreciated the West. That is, what the
Western photographers really wondered was how North Korea considered
them. It was a cultural gazing phenomenon that the Western photographers

criticized North Korea’s censorship of visual images.

Key words : North Korea, photojournalism, Juche image, Western

hotographers, North Korea’s monuments image,
P grap. &
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