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(ABSTRACT)

Comparative Research on Both Country's First
Woman Novelist in the Transitional Period

to Modern Times of Korean and Japan

Hyun-joon, Lee
(hallym University)

This paper includes the comparative research on Kim, Myeong-soon and
Higuchi Ichiyo who gained the title of the first modern woman novelist in
the midst of the transition toward modern times of Korea and Japan. At that
time, the situation of the times facing two women novelists was not so friendly
to these two women. There formed a discourse on women's liberation on the
surface, but behind it was still maintained a male-dominated society.
Particularly to women, it was the period that put emphasis on the role as
a mother or a wife of the children who would shoulder the future of their
homeland and workers.

Nevertheless, like the case of Kim, Myeong-soon and Ichiyo, the emergence
of the women who tried to tide over the contradictions in society and the
appearance of a woman writer who tried to express such contradictions in
language were also the stream of history that couldn't be rejected at all. In
such a stream, Kim, Myeong-soon and Ichiyo came to start their literary career
amid the extollment from the greatest writers of the day. Though there existed

a distinct difference in the period order between the two persons, the
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experiences they went through in the history of literary circles were amazingly
similar in so far as they were placed in the same social circumstances of the
both countries' transitional period toward modern times.

Particularly, they were also the first women writers who were offered a
proposal for recruitment by a literary coterie magazine in which only the men
writers used to participate, and through subsequent happenings of recruitment
rejection and compulsory withdrawal, both women had to strongly feel their
own gloomy situation where they couldn't but be marginal women in the
androcentric society. Such overwhelming common points shown in the life
and works of the two writers, who lived in separate time zone and space from
each other, might be said to be the starting point and also the final point

of destination of this study.

Key words : Kim, Myeong-soon, Higuchi Ichiyo, Transitional Period to

Modern Times, Modern Novel, Modern female novelist
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