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(ABSTRACT)

On Some Semiotic Issues in Glocal Age

Hyosup Song
(Sogang University)

This paper deals with some semiotic issues that are related to methods by
which global value and local value are combined in this glocal age. There have
been two dominant semiotic trends and now many semiotic theories are created
by integrating these two opposite trends. Semiotic methodologies combining
these opposite theories can give some suggestions to elucidate how the global
and the local are integrated in new term ‘glocal’, in that semantic elements
abstracted from two semiotic theories are also found in terms referring to
global and local value respectively.

Two opposite semiotic trends came from Saussurean structuralist semiology
and Peircean pragmatic semiotics. These two theories have completely different
premises, but today many semiotic scholars tries to combine these two by
creating new meta-theories. This paper will discuss two opposite meta-theoretic
trends, one is structuralist trends expanding to pragmatic area, and another
is pragmatic trends adopting some structuralist premises. This will give some
suggestions to explain how the global and the local are integrated in the
meta-term 'glocal'. In order to avoid some strict dogma and get some more
practical ideas, there need some theoretical compromise and adjustment with
real situations. Semiotic meta-languages dealt in this paper can give some

suggestions to methodological problems for these compromise and adjustment.
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Theoretical developments for integration in semiotics imply some important
methodological issues for definition of 'the glocal', because the term 'glocal'
is deeply implied to various issues of human communication and signification

that are mainly investigated in semiotics.

Key words : globalization, localization, glocalization, structuralism, pragmatics,

semiotics
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