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{Abstract)

The Semiotic Chora Embodied in Goh Jung Hee’s
Shamanic Rite Poetry

Ranhee Kim
(Sogang University)

This study focuses on the linguistic characteristics of Goh Jung Hee’s poetry
book Gren Grass an the Grave (1989); here, Goh deals with the issues of the
common people and of women at the same time. Goh explores, in particular,
the female state of “suppression” and “begrudgment” in the signification
process and practical aspects of “shamanic rite poetry” as women have
generally been seen as the representatives of the abused. By using such
marginal voices as the colloquial and the exorcist style writings, Goh rejects
the patriarchal symbolic order and pursues the liberation of the commoners
and of women. This is shown most cleatly in her poetry book Grem Grass
o the Grave

In this study, the linguistic characteristics of Goh’s “shamanic rite poetry”
is examined with Kristeva’s concept of the “semiotic chora,” which has become
not only the proviso to explain the physical and material characteristics of the
language in Goh’s “shamanic rite poems,” but also the mechanism to clarify
its shamanistic characteristics. As Gran Grass aa the Grave demonstrates, Goh’s
language emerges as that of “jerking flesh”; expressed in high and low pitches
of sound, beat, rhythm, intonation, and direct speech through the choraic

pulse, the “jerking flesh” language maximizes its physical and material
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characteristics and restores the energy lost in segmental languages into the

scene of exorcism to awaken the senses of the listeners. The “jerking flesh”

language also achieves a collective resonance through the transfer of energy

that corresponds to the listeners’ senses. The linguistic practice that becomes

the abject itself makes a mechanism to actively practice the ethics of “love”

that helps the return of the abject. Ultimately, this poetry of abject becomes

a linguistic practice which restores the energy of sound life for women by

calling in people excluded from and expelled by the patriarchal authority and

urging them to refuse the single identity forced upon them by the contemporary

power structure.

Key words : Goh Jung Hee, shamanic rite poetry, the semiotic chora,

“jerking flesh” language, the abject, the ethics of “love”
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