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{Abstract)

Transplanted Modernity and Its Alternatives in

Im Hwa’s Late-1930s Writings

Bo Sun Ryoo
(Kunsan University)

A proponent of socialist criticism, Im Hwa showed a drastic change in his
critical perspective in the late 1930s. In this period, a group of the modernist
writers and the 'tendency writers' in Korea were extremely confused between
the things they wanted to narrate, and the things to describe. This
tremendously affected Im Hwa since the writers in question seemed, at least
to him, to have self integration, and eventually led him up to the finding
that the literary confusion had stemmed from the 'transplant’: Korean writers
transplanted from, or imitated, what we call, the 'advanced, or 'progressing'
nation states' literary paradigm to their own literary arena.

He argued that a writer, in a proper sense, should be an independent
individual, that is, a modern subject. But he was soon disillusioned, by Paris
under Nazi occupation, to realize the 'modern subject' itself had been
transplanted from those progressing cultures.

Thus, he launched a new search for another modernity negating the
pre-existing modern projects such as French or British Enlightenment, Russian
socialist modernity and the pseudo-modernity which German or Japanese
fascists dared to experiment. His pursuit of a new, independent modernity

negating those modern projects may be said to be groundbreaking in Korean



literary history. It is unfortunate, even tragic that his search was positively
rejected by the contemporary political parties who had believed the progress

in a society is possible only when it follows the historic precedents.

Key words : Im Hwa’s late-1930s writing, transplanted modernity, Korea=

the world, politics # literature, dissociation of narration and

description
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